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Mr. Mongkol Sriphraiwan, the then Head of the Department of Religious
Affairs of Thailand, convened a Seminar of Religious leaders and organized a
Religious Exhibition at the Mandarin Hotel on 29" September 1986, and
declared at the opening ceremony as follows:

"Thailand guarantees the right and freedom of worship to all Her citizens.
Every citizen has the right to choose any Religion according to his or her own
conscience. The Thai Government supports with sincerity Religions other than
Buddhism. Other Religions recognized and supported officially are Islam,
Christianity, Brahma-Hinduism and Sikh... [am glad to assure you that at present
members of different Religions don't have any conflict, thanks to the virtues
of all Religionists and to the protecting merit of His Majesty the King....."*

We have the last statistics issued by the same Department that at present
the number of the Thai Christian Minority is 435,035 (0.83% of the population)
and the number of churches is 1,117. The statistics do not distinguish the
denominations. But we know that the Thai Catholics are about 300,000 with
about 500 churches.

Suggestions for a Better Cooperation

1.  Eachreligious denomination has to educate its members in the way
of mutual understanding, especially in the way of sincere cooperation.

2.  There should be a research institute, in which all denominations
participate with a view to finding principles and methods for a practical and
efficacious cooperation.

3.  There should be annual seminars for the national leaders of all
denominations, so that they may exchange views and demonstrate their spirit of
sincere cooperation. This will be a guideline and example for members of each
denomination.

4.  There should be frequent seminars for the cadres of all denomina-
tions to discuss and make up programmes of sincere cooperation.

5. Alldenominations must avoid attacking each other in any way, avoid
biased comparison, and avoid even satirical discourse when referring to other
religions; at the same time each denomination should encourage a free choice of
faith.
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6.  There should be acommon committee for the organisation of youth
clubs, religious study groups, dialogue groups, etc., so as to promote mutual
understanding. Sports among various denominations should be organised with
careful planning. The best way is to mix up all denominations before dividing up
again into competitive groups.

Conclusion

The Christians are only a religious minority group in Thailand, but they
are fully conscious of their commitment as good citizens of a noble nation. Their
ancestors had been Thais. They are conscious of their ancestors' heritage. They
love their country, together with its culture, history and richness, both
material and spiritual. Many of them had devoted their lives for the country
and are ready to sacrifice more if necessary. They are a religious minority,
but do not want to be considered as second class citizens.

APPENDIX I
Men Religious Orders in Thailand

Paris Foreign Missions Society.

The Camillians (Order of the Servants of the Sick).
P.ILM.E. (Pontifical Institute for External Missions).
Priests of the Sacred Heart of Betharam.
Redemptorist Fathers.

Salesians of St. John Bosco.

Society of Jesus (Jesuit).

Stigmatine Fathers.

St. Gabriel Brothers.

La Salle Brothers (Brothers of the Christian Schools).

Oblate Missionaries of Mary Immaculate.
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APPENDIX II
Women Religious Orders in Thailand

Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul.
Congregation of the Servants of Mary (local).
Camilian Sisters.

Salesian Sisters (Daughters of Mary Help of Christians).
Daughters of the Queenship of Mary.

Discalced Carmelites.

Daughters of the Cross (local).

Good Shepherd Sisters.

La Salle Sisters.

Missionaries of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and Mary.
Order of the Capucin Poor Clares.

Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Sisters of the Infant Jesus.

Sisters Lovers of the Holy Cross (local).

Sisters of Charity of Milan and Maria Bambina.
Sisters of St. Joseph of the Apparition.

Sisters of St. Paul de Chartres.

Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (local).
Ursulines of the Roman Union.

APPENDIX III
National Catholic Organisation

Catholic Mass Media. 19. Knights of the Blessed Sacrament.
Catholic Council for Development. 20. Salesian Cooperators.
Catholic Office for Emergency Relief 21. Blue Army Group.

and Refugees (COERR) 22. Ladies Mission Aid Group.
Legion of Mary. 23. Catholic University Students Group.
Human Development Center. 24. Christopher Group.

Catholic Laity Council. 25. Newman's Club.

Catholic Association. 26. Focolare Movement.

Catholic Education Council. 27. Catholic Pen Club.

Catholic Teachers Association. 28. Biblical Commission.

Serea International. 29. Commission for Dialogue with other
Catholic Youth Organisation. Faiths.

Catholic Women Association. 30. Cultural Center.

St. Vincent de Paul Society. 31. Commission for Catholic Doctrine.
Cursillos in Christianity. 32. Commission of Laity Apostolate.
Catholic Doctors Association. 33. Liturgical Commission.

Catholic Nurses Guild. 34. Council for Justice and Peace.
Credit Union League. 35. Family Life Promotion Program.

Crusaders of the Blessed Sacrament.  36. The Catechetical Commission.
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NOTES

IKirti Bunchua, Development of Mittakham District, The Research Document of
Chulalongdor University, B.E. 2526, p.5.

2 Loc. cit.
3 Ibid., p.1.

4 Ibid., pp. 5-6
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