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Discussion
Motivation
This study attempted to investigate the degree of integrative and instrumental
motivation of King Sejong Institute Foundation students and the relationship between the
degree of students’ motivation and their academic achievement test scores.

The 120 participants of the study scored on the average of 20.58 for
integrative motivation and 19.16 for instrumental motivation out of the maximum score of
24.

As mentioned in Chapter 3, a score higher than 20 was considered highly motivated
integrative. On the other hand, the participants in the study had a relatively high degree of
motivation in instrumental. Therefore, the researcher concluded that the participants had
high degrees of integrative and relatively high degree of motivation in instrumental. When
compared, the degree of integrative motivation was slightly higher than instrumental
motivation. It was not surprising that many previous research studies, Yim (2005), Jung
(2007), Park (2008) and Sattathmkul (2008), found that students’ interest in Korean popular
culture was the drive to learn Korean.

Although instrumental motivation was slightly lower than integrative motivation, the
students seemed to study Korean for their future career and job, or as a way to be rewarded.
Dornyei’s (1990) study of a Canadian bilingual school concluded that most of the students
tried to develop their language ability in expectation for their future careers. Therefore, the
students seemed to expect that Korean would help their future career.

However, analyses of the data indicated that there was a statistically significant

difference in the motivation degree across 4 different levels. When the degree of integrative
motivation of each level was compared, it seemed that as the students’ level increased,

motivation decreased. The degree of and instrumental motivation decreased when the
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students’ level increased. The decreased in the students’ motivation degree could imply that
they had difficulty with the content material at their level, or that the curiosity in the Korean
people and culture decreased after the years of learning Korean. Many beginner level students
wanted to study Korean because of their interest in Korean pop songs, TV series, and movies.
When students reached intermediate 1 level, the content materials of the course become more
academic and complicated. For example, one of the most important aspects of Korean
language is formal and informal language. There are different levels of politeness, such as
when talking to the elderly, managers, teachers, or a younger sister or friend. In addition,
when the student progress, they could become more aware of practical reasons for learning
Korean, for example getting a job or future career. In reality, the difficulty in career
development or job hunting could demotivate students.

Dorneyi (1994) stated that motivation in second language learning was considered to

be one of the most influential factors that made learners successful.

Regarding this, the current study found that there was a significant relationship
between degree of integrative and instrumental motivation and academic achievement on the
beginner and intermediatel levels. For students at the beginner and intermediate 1 level,
there was a significant relationship between their degree of integrative and instrumental
motivation and academic achievement test score. It indicated that their positive feelings to
Korean pop culture and people lead them to study hard. Also, their expectation of getting
better job or future career drives them to study hard.

However, for students at the intermediate 2 and advanced level, there was no
significant relationship between their degree of integrative and instrumental motivation and
academic achievement test score. This result indicated that a high degree of motivation does
not necessarily lead to a good test score in the intermediate 2 and advanced levels. The

researcher examined only the degree of integrative and instrumental of motivation, and
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motivation is actually a far more complicated concept which requires a deeper investigation.
As this problem was mentioned in Chapter 2, a previous research study by Ely (1986) found
that the integrative and instrumental conceptualizations could not capture the full spectrum of
student motivation for learning a second language. Also, as mentioned in Chapter 2,

according to the socio-educational model, not only motivated, but also the individual ability

of the learner’s affects student achievement (Gardner, 2005). It might have affected results,

moreover, it could happen more to the student like an intermediate2 and advanced level who
studied Korean for a long time.

From the demographic findings, at King Sejong Institute Foundation, there was
an imbalance between male and female number of students. Only 10 % of the total students
were male. This could indicate that the researcher who wants to compare between male and
female students studying Korean could be limited. In the future, most Thai teachers of

Korean will be female as most of the current Thai students are female.

Recommendations

Recommendations for Practice

Considering that the respondents had a high degree of integrative motivation and
instrumental motivation to learn Korean, the researcher strongly recommends that
administrators and teachers become aware of the motivation related to success in learning
Korean. However, in this study, the data showed that when students advanced their degree of
motivation decreases. The researcher strongly recommends to educators, who teach higher
levels of student provide proper teaching and learning strategies to enhance their instrumental
motivation. A teacher in a high level class should be aware of the difficulty of the content
material, and try to engage students’ positive feelings and curiosity of Korean culture and

people.
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Also, administrators should be aware that as students progress through the levels,
their motivation degree decreases. The administrator should examine their curriculum in
order to sustain motivation. Also, administrators should try hard to find quality information
about career opportunities and jobs where the Korean language is needed to enhance

instrumental motivation.

Recommendations for Future Research

The researcher recommends that further research includes a larger group on
higher level students. This research investigated only 25 intermediate 2 students and 12
advanced students. Research result was different between beginner and intermediate 1 level
of students with intermediate 2 and advanced students. For further research, the researcher
recommends to have a larger number of higher level students in order to gain more precise
information. Also, the researcher recommends study of factors that cause higher level
students to become less motivated.

This research investigated only integrative and instrumental motivation. It
couldn’t capture the full spectrum of student motivation for learning Korean. Thus, the
researcher suggests investigations in other dimensions of motivation such as intrinsic and
extrinsic theories. King Sejong Institute Foundation has many branches around the world, and
they provide integrated and standardized curriculum and exam. The researcher recommends
some investigations on motivation types and student achievement by comparing those of
students who attend King Sejong Institute Foundation Thailand and students who attend
Sejong Institute Foundation in other countries.

Finally, the researcher hopes that this research will help improve and make
Korean language teaching and learning more effective at King Sejong Institute Foundation as

well as Korean education in Thailand. Such efforts will be valuable and contribute to the



future and better language education, making better schools and helping overseas students

achieve their goal of learning Korean.
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APPENDIX A
QUESTIONNAIRE

The Questionnaire Dear students in King Sejong Institute Foundation,

The following questions were developed to ask your motivation for learning Korean. I
hope this study will help to improve the teaching and learning of Korean as a foreign
language at King Sejong Institute Foundation.

This questionnaire has 2 parts. At first part, it will ask information about you and next
part asks about your motivation for learning Korean. It takes only 10 minutes to answer all of
the questions. Please answer each question as honestly as possible.

Your answers will only be used for this research and will be kept strictly confidential.
Your names will not be mentioned anywhere.

If you have any problems when you are answering the questions, please let me know.
THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

Yours sincerely,

Suji Song

Part 1: About yourself

+ Name Nickname

* Gender: (Please Circle)

Male Female

+ Nationality: (Please Circle or write your country)

Thai Other

o Level: (Please Circle)

Beginner Intermediate.1 Intermidiate.2 Advanced.1

«  How long do you study Korean ( )year ( ) month

Part 2: Motivation for learning Korean
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Please read each question carefully, decide whether you agree or disagree with each question.

For example, if you strongly agree, Mark:

1 2 3 4 5 6
Strongly Moderately Slightly Slightly agree Moderately Strongly agree
disagree disagree disagree agree
X
Motivational Orientations for Learning Korean
ftem 1 |2 4 |5 |6

1. Studying Korean is important because I will need it for my career.

2. Studying Korean is important because it will allow me to be more at ease

with people who speak Korean.

3. Studying Korean is important because it will allow me to meet and

converse with more and varied people.

4. Studying Korean is important because it will make me more educated.

5. Studying Korean is important because it will be useful in getting a good

job.

6. Studying Korean is important because it will enable me to better understand

and appreciate the Korean way of life.

7. Studying Korean is important because other people will respect me more if

I know Korean.

8. Studying Korean is important because I will be able to interact more easily

with speakers of Korean.




APPENDIX B

ACADEMIC ACHIVEMENT TEST SCORE

Student Test Score
Number
1 82.00
2 77.00
3 83.00
4 77.00
5 97.00
6 87.00
) 72.00
8 92.00
9 80.00
10 77.00
11 80.00
12 100.00
13 85.00
14 77.00
15 77.00
16 82.00
17 97.00
18 90.00
19 83.50
20 87.00
21 90.00




22 97.00
23 85.00
24 87.50
25 90.00
26 83.00
27 82.00
28 86.00
29 85.00
30 77.00
31 80.00
32 97.00
33 85.00
34 88.00
35 77.00
36 88.00
37 73.00
38 93.00
39 90.00
40 88.00
41 78.00
42 81.00
43 89.50
44 93.00
45 87.00

88



46 90.00
47 94.50
48 93.00
49 82.00
50 92.00
51 97.00
52 90.00
53 86.00
54 83.00
55 77.50
56 94.00
817 91.50
58 95.00
59 87.00
60 87.50
61 90.00
62 92.00
63 87.00
64 85.00
65 87.00
66 90.00
67 82.00
68 87.00
69 80.50

89



70 80.50
71 78.00
72 77.00
73 72.00
74 78.00
75 83.00
76 97.00
77 86.00
78 83.00
79 82.00
80 83.50
81 88.00
82 88.50
83 77.00
84 70.00
85 77.00
86 79.00
87 82.00
88 92.00
89 84.00
90 77.00
91 86.00
92 82.50
93 77.50

90



94 80.00
95 80.00
96 90.00
97 83.00
98 86.00
99 90.00
100 92.00
101 77.00
102 85.00
103 86.00
104 87.00
105 94.00
106 86.00
107 93.00
108 88.50
109 87.00
110 82.00
111 87.00
112 85.00
113 93.50
114 82.00
115 87.00
116 87.00
117 86.00

91



118 89.00
119 88.50
120 90.00
121 88.0
122 72.00
123 88.50
124 80.50
125 86.00

92
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