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Abstract

Situations and problems arising from numbers of wild elephants which are imbalance for
the space of habitats are caused by several problems, for example, elephant poaching, destroying
of forest area, decreasing of food and water sources, conflicts between men and elephants,
unsuitableness population of wild elephants in conservation areas, reproduction and genetics,
falsification of elephant identification registration and problems on lack of management .Thailand
and foreign countries have the solutions for such problems by both exercising legal measures and
management measures for habitats of wild elephants.

Regarding the measures on managing wild elephants, Thailand and other countries of
origins share things in common . Such measures include improvement on habitats in forest areas
by constructing and enhancing water sources and food sources such as growing plants as food for
wild animals and making salt marsh .Conflict between men and wild elephants is resolved by using
barrier protection which includes ditching to prevent wild elephants, building stone walls, hedges
and electric fences, hedging with chilli, growing plants as buffer, building watchtowers, setting up
alarm system, building honeycomb fences . Using technic of evicting prevention which includes
using manpower to evict elephants by making loud noise, using light, hurling stones or other
materials to elephants, using vehicles to chase elephants relocating elephants away from
problematic areas and paying compensation for damage.

From the analysis on solutions for numbers of wild elephants which are imbalance to
habitats in Thailand comparing with those of foreign countries, the researchers found that Thailand
still lacks the laws that designate wide natural forestry areas to be the habitats for wild elephants .
Therefore, the researchers hereby propose that there should be a preparation of the draft law on
National Parks for Wild Elephant Act by urging the Council of Ministers to adopt a resolution to
designate the area of eastern forest complex or “Five-Province Forests “as a national park for wild
elephants located in Shashengsao, Srakaew, Chantaburi, Rayong and Chonburi .The whole area of
conservation forest will be 2,453 sq. km. in total with a population of 400-500 of wild elephants
reside and cover 6 wildlife sanctuaries and national parks which are Khao Ang Rue Nai Wildlife
Sanctuary, Khao Soi Dao Wildlife Sanctuary, Khlong Krea Wai Wildlife Sanctuary, Khao Sip Ha
Chan National Park, Khao Khitchakoot National Park and Khao Chamao National Park and a



number of national reserved forest areas . This shall be a pilot area of another 6 forest complexes
which are Kaeng Krachan, Dong Phayayen-Khao Yai, Phu Khiao, Nam Nao, Khao Sok and forest
complex in northern part which wild elephants reside. Problems on conflict between men and
elephants occur in the eastern forest complex most of which began in 1995 and carry on until now
because most of the citizens in the eastern forest complex have positive attitude toward wild
elephants . They do not harm them and think that elephant is the symbolic animal of Thailand and
the elephants have learned that men are friendly and unharmful.

Having national parks for wild elephants in Thailand will be another effective measure to
solve wild elephant problems and can set the numbers of wild elephants to be balance their natural
forest habitats in order to designate the use of land to enhance facilitate living of elephants and
agricultural activities of the citizens. It also can be the habitats for other wild animals and be the
breeding areas of wild elephants and other wild animals. Having such national parks can

sustainably mitigate the problems on conflict between men and wild elephants.
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