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Abstract: This study aimed to identify the levels of intrinsic and extrinsic motivation 

for grades 7, 8 and 9 students to learn English as foreign language in the Regular 

Program and in the English Program firstly; then, to compare the students’ intrinsic 

and extrinsic motivation to learn English as a foreign language between the Regular 

and English Program. The participants of this study were 253 students from grade 7, 

8, and 9 of the Regular and English Program studying English as a foreign language 

at Tepleela School, Bangkok, Thailand. The study used MALESC questionnaire, 

which was composed of 19 statements on intrinsic and extrinsic motivation. The 

findings of this study were: 1) the levels of intrinsic and extrinsic motivation to learn 

English as a foreign language in the Regular Program was high; 2) the levels of 

intrinsic and extrinsic motivation to learn English as a foreign language in the English 

Program was high; 3) there was no significant difference in students’ intrinsic 

motivation to learn English as a foreign language between the Regular and English 

Program; 4) There was a significant difference in students’ extrinsic motivation to 

learn English as a foreign language between the Regular and English Program. 
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Introduction 

At present, English plays a vital role in communication and is known to be the 

universal language around the world including parts of ASEAN, such as Thailand. It 

is of great importance that Thai students should be able to speak and communicate in 

the English language and focus on improving their English language skills for the 

international way of communicating with other ASEAN countries. In general, English 

language proficiency is the key to effective communication and for learners to be 

successful and progressive in their future careers. Learning a language in a context 
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