


Invitation 

Assumption University 

has the honour 

to invite you, your colleagues and students 

to the inauguration of the Monument 

commemorating the centenary of the arrival of 

the Montfort Brothers of St. Gabriel in Thailand 

by 

Rev. Bro. Rene Delorme, Superior General 
on 

Tuesday 13 November 2001at16.00 hrs. 

at 

Assumption University, Bang Na campus 

J3q~ 



16.00 hrs. 

16.05 hrs. 

16.10 hrs. 

16.15 hrs. 

16.45 hrs. 
.• 

17.15 hrs. 

Program 

Honoured guests, faculty members, alumni of all 
Gabrielite institutions, ABAC students and student 
representatives from our schools assemble at the 
monument. 

Rev. Bro. Superior General, Brothers and AU 
dignitaries assemble at Marg Amarin Bridge. 

AC band plays AC march leading the procession 
from the bridge to the monument. 

The Assembly led by the students of St. Louis Marie 
Juniorate, sings the Beatitudes. 

The Rector of the University reads a report 
Rev. Bro. Provincial gives a welcome speech to 
representatives of all Gabrielite institutions 
Rev. Bro. Superior General delivers a speech and 
opens the Monument 
The Choir sings "Glory to thee Montfort" 
The procession to Our Lady the Seat of Wisdom 
starts while the Choir sings "Ave Maria de 
Lourdes". 
At the Statue of Our Lady, the Assembly and the 
Choir sing a hymn to Mary. 

Tea party at Sala Thai- Sala Chaturamuk Phaichit. 

Departure 
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The Column1 

The Column of the university is a monument erected towards the end 
of the year 1999 to rriark three great events, namely 

to pay tribute to His Majesty Bhumibol Adulyadej on the 
occasion of the Great King's Sixth Cycle Birthday, 
to mark the third Millennium and 
to commemorate the Centenary Celebration of the arrival in 
Thailand on October 20, 1901 of the Montfort Brothers of 
St. Gabriel, sons of St. Louis Marie de Montfort, to preach 
the Good News through educative missions in this beloved 
land. 

The first group of Brothers who arrived, consisted of 5 Brothers, 
namely 

Reverend Brother Martin de Tours, Superior 
Brother Abel 
Brother Gabriel Ferretti 
Brother Auguste 
Brother Hilaire 

The second group that arrived in December of the same year included 
Brother Allyre 
Brother Diodore Marie 
Brother Gabriel Maria 
Brother Pierre Maurice 

All these great events are engraved on Tablet I 

There are three other stone tablets with the following inscriptions: 

1 In Thailand it is a tradition to mark a central point of a town or city with a pillar or 
a column. 
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Tablet ll2 

MONTFORT'S LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 

... My little pieces of furniture and books ... 
For the use of my four Brothers united with me 

In obedience and poverty: 
Brother Nicolas from Poitiers, Brother Philippe 
from Nantes, Brother Louis from La Rochelle 

And Brother Gabriel. .. 

And for the use of those whom providence will call to 
The same community of the Holy Spirit 

... The Brothers who teach charity schools. 

Tablet III 

Louis Marie De Montfort 
April 27, 1716 
St. Laurent sur Sevre 

The headmasters of St. Laurent sur Sevre 
After Montfort's death up to Deshayes's 

Bro. Jacques (1716-1719) 
Bro. Pierre (1752-1770) 
Bro. Aulaire (1780-1791) 
Bro. Hilarion (1822-1826) 
Bro. Placide (1830-1833) 
Bro. Isidore (1835-1837) 

Bro. Joseau (1722-1752) 
Bro. Hilaire (1770-1780) 
Bro. Elie ( 1806-182~) 
Bro. Eusebe (1826-1830) 
Bro. Chrysostom (1833-1835) 
Bro. Raymond (1837-1842) 

From thence the Montfort Brothers of St. Gabriel 
Have spread to the four corners of the World 

2 This Tablet shows a humble yet genuine origin of the Brothers. 
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Tablet IV 

Education is the most effective means 
To liberate man from ignorance and poverty. 

The fundamental aim of education is 
to develop and integrate man's physical, 

intellectual, emotional and moral faculties 
to their fullest potential without extinguishing 

-the creative spark in him. This integration processed 
through the proper exercise of personal freedom will 
ultimately lead to the formation of a complete man, 
bearing in mind that man's existence is an unending 

process of completion and learning. 

A man thus formed is capable of becoming 
responsible to himself and to the society 

in which he lives. 

The Tablet defines the pedagogical philosophy of the university which 
should eventually lead a graduate to the attainment of moral maturity. 

On the Column there is a statue3 in bronze colour, two and a half 
meters in height, representing a Brother of St. Gabriel in academic 
gown with gold RABAT\ which many people assume to be St. Louis 
Marie De Montfort, pointing a finger to the Cathedral of Leaming or 
the Seat of Wisdom, a vision for the future. 

The Column is twenty-five metres in height, at the base of which are 
eight lions signifying the strength and the power of knowledge. 

The Column thus signifies the Brothers of St. Gabriel as the mainstay 
of the university. 

3 The column and the statue were an inspiration from the Columbus Column in 
Barcelona. 
4 Part of the official attire of the Brothers was a Blue RABAT which the Brothers 
used to wear from the early l 81

h century till the late 20th century. RABAT is a French 
word meaning a clerical or academic_ band worn around the neck. 
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Cathedral of Learning 

It has always been my dream to build a Cathedral of Learning 

and to create in and around it an atmosphere that is healthy and 

refreshing to the active mind, intellectually stimulating and spiritually 

fostering and enriching; in other words, an atmosphere conducive to 

learning and becoming .... a complete man/woman, a new man/woman 

for a new millennium - someone imbued with a new humanism. 

To this end, the idea of the "university in a park" has become a 

prominent concept of the campus wherein thousands of trees are 

grown, to bring nature back to young men and women so that they will 

be able to walk and to sit in the great silence of the landscape, with 

tranquility of mind, contemplating how, in peaceful splendour, the sun 

rises and sets while radiating warmth that gives life to all things. 

In this environment, the inquisitive and enquiring minds will 

have their play and their fulfillment. All learners will steadily grow in 

knowledge and wisdom. 

Br. M~rtin 
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GLORY TO MONTFORT 

(Refrain) Glory to thee Montfort, The loving preacher 

of Jesus' cross and Mary's rosary; 

The love of God and of His Holy Mother, 

Both in thy heart found a fair sanctuary. 

1. The early thoughts of Montfort were for Mary; 

And in her love he grew ever more strong; 

Her virtues well he endeavoured to copy; 

To her sweet self he desired to belong. (Refrain) 

2. How well he loved to call her his dear Mother; 

When in her heart, he would pour out his heart; 

How much he cared during life and forever 

Her bounteous power to the whole world impart. (Refrain) 
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