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Abstract

This research undertakes training in segmental and suprasegmental features
of English in an attempt to find whether there is any correlation between the
training and the students’ intelligibility and comprehensibility of English.
This quasi-experimental research was conducted for over 10 weeks in which
45 students were placed in the control group where training in segmental
and suprasegmental features of English was not provided whereas the other
45 students in the experimental group received the training. The students
were assessed on their listening ability, pronunciation, intelligibility and
comprehensibility through an intelligibility test, the comprehensibility test
and SDU-TEC test. After the training, an interview method was used to seek
the students’ attitudes towards learning pronunciation and the training. The
results from the research are likely to help in teaching pronunciation to

improve Thai students’ intelligibility and comprehensibility.
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An Investigation in the Correlation of Training in Segmental and
Suprasegmental Features of English and the Students’ Intelligibility and
Comprehensibility
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Introduction

An area of problem for English teachers is teaching pronunciation, as to
which pronunciation models should be taught to create intelligibility and
comprehensibility among international speakers of English. Native speaker
of English models may no longer be appropriate compared with other
varieties of English (Kirkpatrick, 2007:28). Jenkins (2000:1) indicated that
the most threatening factor on intelligibility was pronunciation. This is
because the popular attitudes towards native accents were fundamental
entrenchment resulting in such attitudes being difficult to alter (Jenkins,
2000:4). This is applicable to Thailand as well. Previous findings
(Rasmusen and Zampini, 2012; Ghorbani, 20II) have found that to
improve intelligibility including listening proficiency, it could be done
through studying phonetics. Upon the completion of this research, the
researcher intends to answer the following research questions:

I. How does schematic knowledge through training in segmental and
suprasegmental features of English help students improve their
listening ability?

2. How does schematic knowledge through training in segmental and
suprasegmental features of English help students improve their

intelligibility?
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