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Abstract 

An interesting development in biblical studies is a method 
called Wirkungsgeschichte. It has been rendered by at least 
three names: "reception History", "history of influence" or 
"history of effects. " It aims at reading a text while being 
conscious of the different ways in which it has been 
interpreted in the course of time. It reminds us that a text has 
history- a history that begi_ns after it has left the hands of its 
author. In this paper I wish to employ this method to the 
controversial Biblical text Romans 13: 1-7. 
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