A NEW STAGE OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
IN THE FIELD OF YOUTH
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Abstract

On the proposal of the Group of 77 the United Nations General Assembly pro-
claimed by consensus an International Year of Youth (1'YY): 12 August 2010 - 11 August
2011.

Under the theme “Dialogue and Mutual Understanding”, the 1YY is expected to
encourage amore intensive dialogue and better understanding across generations and pro-
mote the ideals of peace, respect for human rights and freedoms, and solidarity.
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The major objective is to harness the energy, imagination and initiatives of the
world’s youth in overcoming the current challenges facing humankind. While giving promi-
nence to youth active involvement in this complex area, the article deals more specifically
with the younger generation’s contribution to fighting violence and corruption.

Regional initiatives, including those promoted in the Asia-Pacific region, are crucial
ingiving tangibility to youth aspirations for a globalization with a human face. Suggestions of
action at local, national, regional and global levels are advanced, in harmony with the 1YY

objectives.

I. A Dramatic Situation

The winds of change are sweeping on
all continents and young people have a vis-
ible and central position in this dynamic pro-
cess. Dealing with youth aspirations, rights,
frustrations and disappointments from an
universalist perspective is a challenging op-
eration.! The present generation of young
people is the largest in world history. Young
people are active agents of globalization.
Some of them are beneficiaries of this com-
plex process, but many are victims of ma-
jor social changes and are frequently con-
fronted by a lot of difficulties. They also face
an unusual paradox: on the one hand they
seek to be integrated into an existing order,
but on the other hand they are called upon
to serve as a force to transform that order.

Today’s youth is defined by the UN as
the group of people aged from 15 to 24
years. They represent 18 per cent of the
global population or 1.2 billion people with
700 million living in the Asia-Pacific region.

In 2008, there were an estimated 152
million young women and men who worked,
but were unable to earn enough to lift them-
selves and their families out of extreme pov-
erty. This number corresponds to 28 per
cent of total youth employment globally and
shows that working poverty rates among

youth exceed those of adults, at least in 27
out of the 30 low-income countries for which
data are available. At the end of 2009, 81
million young people were unemployed.
This was the largest number ever recorded.
“Young people in Southeast Asia are 4.6
times more likely to be unemployed than
adults”, specified the ILO Asia-Pacific of-
fice in Bangkok. This is the worst ratio in
the world. Therefore, ILO described in 2010
unemployed youth as a “lost generation”.?

The challenges young people face are
not limited to unemployment. Drug abuse,
delinquency, HIV/AIDS, poor access to
education and resources, lack of leadership
and participation, absence of opportunities
to contribute to the process of development
are just a few dramatic realities confronting
the younger generation. Finding solutions to
all of them isa particularly relevant objec-
tive in the context of the International Year
of Youth (1YY), which commenced on 12
August 2010 with the theme “Dialogue and
Mutual Understanding”, which, if treated in
a serious manner, is expected to make gov-
ernments more responsive to the aspirations
of youth for a better world.

For historical accuracy, it should be re-
called that the Y'Y resolution was intro-
duced by the Group of 77 and China and
was adopted by consensus by the United



