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Abstract

The celebration of the International Year of Youth (IYY) during the period 12

August 2010 - 11 August 2011 and the High-level Meeting of the United Nations (UN)

General Assembly on Youth: Dialogue and Mutual Understanding (New York, July 25-28,
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2011) encouraged a large and significant debate about youth and global progress.

The article analyzes the positions of the UN Member States on the necessity to

move from commitments to results-oriented actions in the field of youth. The specific chal-

lenges and opportunities facing a very important population group in its march to progress,

as well as  the main ways and means for advancing young people’s aspirations, human

rights and fundamental freedoms are scrutinized on the basis of the most relevant and

recent UN, UNESCO and ASEAN documents.

The critical approach  demonstrated by youth representatives towards current  plans

of action on youth issues, as well as some important and far-reaching  initiatives formulated

at global and regional levels  recognizing  the close relationship between youth and global

progress are presented in a detailed manner  in the article. Existing development strategies

have to be adapted to make youth a more dynamic agent of global progress. One of the

main conclusions is that  by actively promoting an  universalist vision of progress, the younger

generation has  the  historic chance  to provide a  solid building block for a new world order

based on fundamental values proclaimed by the UN.

COPING WITH A HISTORIC PRE-

MIERE

In the twenty -first century, being silent,

passive and indifferent is not an option for

young people. The active participation of

youth in the process of development and

the ways and means for combating alien-

ation and frustration among younger gen-

eration are priority issues on global agenda.

The high visibility of students demonstrations

and youth protest movements worldwide

make impossible any underestimation of the

matter.

A consensus is emerging that the present

is not inherited from the past but is borrowed

from the future.”Youth are showing their in-

fluence throughout the world, and they de-

serve support and opportunities to reach

their potential and make the greatest pos-

sible contribution to our shared future. That

is why I have made addressing the needs of

youth one of my top priorities”.1 This as-

sessment made by the UN Secretary-Gen-
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eral Ban Ki-moon in his message to the Glo-

bal Social Business Summit 2011 in Vienna,

11-12 November, is a source of inspiration

for the present article dealing with youth and

global progress from the perspective of

momentous world events in the field of youth

in 2009-2011.

Let’s put it in context. Thus, it should

be recalled that in December 2009, on the

proposal of the Group of 77 and China the

General Assembly adopted its resolution 64/

134 proclaiming the International Year of

Youth: Dialogue and Mutual Understand-

ing, to commence on 12 August 2010 and

to be concluded on 11 August 2011.  The

proclamation and celebration of the Inter-

national Year of Youth (IYY) represented

the renewed commitment of Member States

to ensuring that young men and women are

at the core of the development agenda

whose implementation is an imperative pre-

requisite of global progress.2

To begin with, it is appropriate to  refer

to the Outcome document of the High-level
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