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Abstract

This paper is concerned with Kierkegaard's the no-
tion of faith. In reading Kierkegaard's works one is never
sure if they are encountering the real Kierkegaard s thoughts
or merely his pseudonyms. 1o divine what Kierkegaard means
by the notion of faith is not an easy task, as we encounter
different perspectives of faith along with his pseudonyms. In
this paper I want to focus on his idea on faith through my

Prajiia Vihara, Volume 10, Number 1-2, January-December, 2009, 208-234
© 2000 by Assumption University Press



reading of two pseudonyms; Johannes Climacus and Johannes
de Silentio from the books; Concluding Unscientific Post-
script to Philosophical Fragments (CUP) and Fear and
Trembling (FT). This paper will first describe the notion of
Jaith from Climacus’point of view, and secondly on the move-
ment to the leap of faith from Silentio s point of view. Lastly
Iwill reflect on the difficulties and challenges in reading these
two works for those who wish to become Christian.

‘Were your faith the size of a mustard seed you could say to this
mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and planted in the sea”, and it would obey
you. (Luke, 17: 6)*

I

Faith is one of the main themes of Kierkegaard’s two works,
Concluding Unscientific Postscript to Philosophical Fragments and
Fear and Trembling, and his account of faith aims at answering his own
question about the meaning of human existence. In the Journal
Kierkegaard says, “What I really need is to get clear about what I am to
do....to see what it really is that God wills that I shall do; the crucial thing
is to find a truth that is truth for me, to find the idea for which I am
willing to live and die” (Kierkegaard, 1978, p.8). It is clear that the
idea for which he is willing to live and die for is faith. But what does
Kierkegaard mean by faith? His account of faith is closely related to his
biography. And he is one of the philosophers whose philosophy has es-
sential connection to his real life. Likewise his philosophy aims at the
meaning of his personal existence. He does not refer to a general concep-
tion of truth, a fruth for everyone, but, “a truth for me”. This s also a
response to the philosophical situation of nineteenth century Europe. Many
thinkers inquire into the objective truth, and consider man in general, but
the existing individual is overlooked. But for Kierkegaard, human beings
are first existing individuals who have a will, through which they can de-
cide what they want to become, and could not be characterized in ad-
vance.
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