roe

-I < )

St. Gabriel's Library, Au

STREET CHILDREN'S ATTITUDES TOWARDS THEIR FUTURE,
FAMILY AND SOCIETY AROUND THEM

SIRIRAT KOS ITAN ONT

A Research Project Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the
Degree of Master of Science in Counseling Psychology
Graduate School of Psychology
Assumption University

2006

;

1

STREET CHILDREN'S ATTITUDES TOWARDS THEIR FUTURE,
FAMILY AND SOCIETY AROUND THEM

SIRIRA T KOS ITAN ONT

November 2006

112 pages

This is a qualititative investigation into street children's attitudes toward their future,
family and to the society around them.

APPROVED:

o,.,

v~± ri.J.~

VORAPOT RUCKTHUM, Ph.D.
Chairperson

~
~

A~

EDWARD KRISHN~. D .
Member
~

,/ l Dub\\N:
. \ Pl1$.
~'- ·P~o

HoLJi
Member

II

STREET CHILDREN'S ATTITUDES TOWARDS THEIR FUTURE,
FAMILY AND SOCIETY AROUND THEM
112 Pages

November 2006
ABSTRACT

This is a qualitative investigation into street children's attitudes toward their
future, families and to the society around them.

The data gathered also covered

general background data, their experience of living on the street, and the reason why
they decided to live on the street.
The subjects were 4 male street children living in a foundation.

The case

studies were generated using various data gathering techniques: in-depth interviews,
sentence completion, House-Tree-Person (H-T-P) projective drawings, and some
participant observation and collateral information from their teachers in the
foundation. The data were gathered over a 3-month period, every weekend, in a team
of two researchers (for safety reasons and to appear less threatening).

The data

collection period was extensive because it took a lot of time to build rapport and
enough trust in the street children to participate.
The findings across cases were that all had come from broken homes, had a
background of poverty and limited, if any, schooling.

The street children feel

disassociated from other people and have relationship problems. They have trouble
keeping their attention on tasks or play activities.

When confronted with

uncomfortable topics, they use avoidance tactics; at other times they tend to be
attention-seeking. They show feelings of inferiority (low self-esteem) and they have a
high need for love and belonging. They live life on a day-to-day basis.
In addition, the findings suggested 3 symptom clusters that indicate a risk for
three possible mental disorders: Posttraumatic Stress Disorder, Childhood Depression,

Ill

and Reactive Attachment Disorder. Findings that support this include the following:
the street children were fearful of strangers; avoided thoughts or conversations that
were associated with their past home experiences; detache9 themselves from other
people; showed had a restricted range of feelings; had no vision for their futures; were
not able to follow instructions during their interview; acted out in school to call for
attention; skipped classes for online gaming, drug and/or alcohol abuse; played
violently at the open home; had low self-esteem or feelings of worthlessness; stole;
were destructive to self, others, animals, and material things; were accident prone and
showed a lack of impulse control and cause-and-effect thinking; were superficially
engaging and "charming"; avoided eye contact (except when lying); lacked the ability
to give and receive affection; and had poor peer relationships.
Recommendations for helping the street children by providing interventions
for their parents, the community and society were given. Implications for future
research were also addressed.

APPROVED:

D~ _v,
voRAPoT
Chairperson

Member

.± 4,Jft1AA/--

RUCK~, Ph.D.

St. Gabriel's Library, Av

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

. I would like to thank Dr. Christine Bierdrager, my thesis advisor, for her
guidance and support during the conceptualization and writing process of this project.
I appreciate all of your wisdom and encouragement through this long journey.

To Dr. Vorapot Ruckthum, Dean of the Graduate School of Psychology words cannot express my gratitude for your help in making this project a reality.
To Vanlop Tankananurak, Director of the Foundation for the Better Life of
Children, I appreciate your permission. I am also grateful to the School Director,
teachers and all the children at the foundation for your help, participation in the actual
data collection, and for showing me the world through a difference angle, one which I
never realized existed.
To Punnika P., you have been a constant source of support as I struggled
through the many ups and downs of this project. I appreciate your support throughout
this project and your friendship as always.
To all my friends and colleagues at Mono Travel and in the MSCP Program, I
appreciate your encouragement and support as I complete this journey.
To my father, Chaiyakom, and sisters, Komkam and Kulisara, thanks for your
encouragement during this project and your faith that everything would work out.

S.K.

St.

(iabrl.~l's .Lil>rtlr.J',

Au.
IV

TABLE OF CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS . ............. .. ............................. ................................................ i
ABSTRACT ... .... . ............... ... .................. . ................ .. .......... . .. .. ... ...... ii
TABLE OF CONTENTS ...... ..... .......................... ..... ..... .. .... .. ................iv

CHAPTER I BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION ....................... ......... ........... 1
Children: Our Future .................................. ................................................. ............ 1
Street Children: Who are they? .................................. .. .................... ........... ......2
Operational Definitions .......................................... .................. ... ..... .......... ..... ........ 4
Significance of the Problem .......................... ....... .. ............................ .. ........ .. ........ .. 5
Objectives of the Study ............................................ .................... ............ .... ....... .. .. 6
Scope and Limitation ................. .................. .......................................... ...... ....... .. ... 7

CHAPTER 2 RELATED LITERATURE ............................................................... .. .. 9
Categories of Street Children .......................... ............................... .. .... ... ........ . 10
Why They are Forced to Leave ........................ .. .............................................. 16
Common Background Factors Which Lead Children to Leave Home ............. 17
Conflict ............ ....... ....... ... .... ..... ...... .................................... ..... .............. 17
Rejection ................... .. ........ ...... .................. ................................... ..... .... 18
Violence .... ............ ................... .. .... ......................................... ........... ..... 19
Family change ......... ..................... ..... .......... .... ............... ......... ........... ..... 19
Being in trouble .................. .............................. ..... ....................... ... ... .. ... 20
Young people's behavior in the home ................. .. .............. ............. .. ....... 21
What Happens When Children Actually Leave Home ....................... .............. 22

v
Risks ............ .......... ...... ....... ........ .... .................... ..... .... .. ....... ..... ... ........ .. 22
Seeking help ............. .. ...... ....... .. ..... .......... .. .......... ... ..... .. ... ...... ... .... .... .. ... 23
Survivial strategies ..... ..... ... .............. ......... ........ ......... ............ .. ........ ........ 23
Characteristics of Young People Running Away ...... .... . .. .. ..... .. . .. ...... .. ...24
The Broader Context of Young Runaway's Lives ...... . .. ........ .... .. .... ....... 25
The Present Situation of Thai Street Children ............. .... ................ ...... .. ........ 28
The World of Street Children ....... .. ... .... ......... ..... .. .......... .. ............................. 29
Street Children: Daily Life ............... ..... ....... .................. .................... ... .... ..... 30
Emotional and Material Support for Street Children ....................................... 34

CHAPTER 3 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ................................... ..................... 37
Sampling Method .............. ........ ... .......................... ....... .................... .. ... .. ... .......... 37
Subjects ....... ............ .............. .......... ... ............ ........... .. .. .. ..................... ........ ........ 37
Data Collection .......... .. ............... ................. .. .. ....... ..... ...................... ... .. .. ....... ..... 37
Data Collection Procedure ......... .. ... .... ................ .. ... ... ..... ................ .. ........ ...... .. .... 38
Interview Questions and ·Guidelines ........................................................ ......... ..... 39
Part I: General data ............. .. ..... ....... .................... ......... ....... ..................... .. 40
Part II: Life on the street ............ .. ... ... ...... ... ...................... ...... .. ..... ... .......... .41
Part III: Sentence completion ....................... ......... ..... .. ............. ..... .. .... ....... .43
Data analysis .......................... .... ............ ..... .......... .... ..... ...... ..... .... ..... ........... ....... . 44
ADDENDUM TO CHAPTER 3 .. ........ ........ ............... .. ......... ... .............. ...... .... ........ 44

CHAPTER 4 RESEARCH FINDINGS ...... .... .. ........ ............ ...... ..... ... .. .... .. ...... ........ 47
Direct Observation and Participatory Method at The Open Home ... .................. ..... 48
Individual Case Studies From In-depth Interviews ............................. .. ......... .. .... .. . 50
Case 1 ...... .... .. .. .......... .... ................... ............ ... .. ... ...... ... ....... ...... ... ....... .. .. ... .. 50

vi
Case 2 ..... ...... ......... .. ......... .. .... ................... .. ....................... ... .......... .. ... ..... .... 56
Additional information from the House-Tree-Person test (H-T-P) ........... 62
Case 3 ................................... ... .............. ......... . .............................................. 63
Additional information from the House-Tree-Person test (H-T-P) .... .. .... . 69
Case 4 ..................... ... ......... ...................... ............ ........... ...... ........................ 72
Additional information from the House-Tree-Person test (H-T-P) .. ... ...... 75
Findings Across Cases ............. ........ ...... ........................ ........................... ............. 77

CHAPTER 5 DISCUSSION ..... ..... ............. ... .................. .. ............................ ........... 81
Age Group ................................................. ............ .. .. .... ........ .... ....... ..... .. ....... 81
Categories of Street Children ............................................ ...... ... .............. .. ..... 81
Factors That Forced the Children to Leave .................. .. ........... ..... ... .. ........... 81
Additional Findings ...................................... .................................................. 82
Summary and Conclusion ....... .. .................................... ......................................... 87
Limitations ........................ ............ .. .................................................... .... ......... .... .88
Recommendations ................. .. ................... ............ ..................... .... .. .. .................. 88
Implications for Future Research ............. .......... ... .. ........................ .. ... .............. .. .. 91

REFERENCES ........ ....... ............... .... .. ..... .. ... .................................... 92

APPENDIX A ..... .... ........... ......... ....... ........ ... ........ ..... .. ............. . ........ 97
APPENDIX B ................. ... ... ... .......... ........ ......... . .................. . .......... 102
APPENDIX C ......... .. .. ...... . ............. ..... .. ........ .............. ... ................. 105
APPENDIX D .... . .. ... ............................. . ............ . ..... ............... .... ... .. 111

1
CHAPTER 1
BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION

Children: Our Future
Half of the world's population lives in the Asia-Pacific region; 30% of them live
in poverty and 40% are children and young people (West, 2003). The Asia-Pacific
Region is home to nearly half of the World's children, including large numbers of street
children. Children are considered the future leaders of society - they are even referred
to as "kings" in the hope that all of them will become quality adults to help develop
their country.
However, the lives of many of these future leaders are not as "regal" as one
would like to believe. Street children are a sensitive subject and it is unknown what
degree of importance their numbers play in global policy-making for the many
organizations that promote the optimal development of children. However, rising
awareness about street children and the publicity related to a handful of prominent cases
of extreme abuse of street children have contributed in bringing this issue to the
attention of the general public.
All children deserve the best possible start in life. They deserve to be cared for
and to be protected from harm. Many children will, however, experience pressures in
their lives from within their family or from their peers and wider community. For some
children these pressures will increase the possibility of damaging behaviors and
negative outcomes such as self-harm, substance abuse, sexual exploitation through
prostitution, and running away.

--
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Street Children: Who Are They?
According to UNESCO, the definition of "Street" and "Street Children" is defined
clearly: the "street" is not only limited to actual streets but is used to a wide concept,
covering all the odd places which have become these children's homes, during the day
and/or at night, whether permanent or for most of the time. So, it can mean:
• Poor slum quarters (such as the "favelas" in Brazil);
• Grounds around cinemas, hotels, and department stores;
•Railway, lorry, and bus stations;
•Car parks;
• Wastelands and other isolated areas (such as unoccupied dwellings or
buildings under construction that remain unfinished);
• Staircases and abandoned cellars in "disadvantaged quarters," as well as
sewers in European and Latin-American towns.
"Street children" are children whose homes have become the street. They are in
temporary, partial or total break-up from their families or with society. They look for a
substitute for family security from their companions or from specialized institutions. In
hostile, repressive and violent contexts, street children who have experienced social
exclusion for a long time, organize or join gangs to defend themselves. They are school
age children (5 to 18 years old) who attend neither primary nor secondary school, or
any reinsertion institution.
They are thus partially or totally out of reach of the social control provided for
children of their age. The majority is boys, but that does not exclude the presence of
girls. They are children who have more or less lost the usual references of social life
and their individual identities; further, they usually face difficult circumstances and
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struggle to survive in urban or suburban areas and who, in their search for help, often
fall foul of the law.
Although street children are primarily associated with backgrounds of family
poverty, it is to be emphasized that all children-whatever nationality, family situation,
or socioeconomic class-are potentially vulnerable. Domestic violence and abuse is not
limited to poor families, and school-related pressures may be more prevalent among
children from better-off families with higher expectations.
This research presents an effort to reach out to children in high-risk situations,
and focuses on Thailand's so-called "Street Children." The inspiration came from the
strong belief that, with proactive measures, we can reduce the problem that street
children face by preventing children from going on to the streets or other exposure to
risky situations. Although the term "Street children" is neither a precise, nor a very
useful classification for children "on" the street, the term does serve as a point in
considering the variety of problems facing these children.
In 1998, the Office of the National Education Commission reported there were
approximately 15,000 street children in Thailand. However, this figure might be just the
tip of the iceberg since they usually wander from place to place. They hang out around
temples, food markets, department stores and railway or bus stations, where they can
easily find food and living facilities. They sleep under bridges, on the beach, at
construction sites or in other deserted places.
It is therefore essential that the street children population is seen as dynamic

rather than static. Street children are not usually counted, nor subject to census, so their
numbers are not known. Different organizations produce local estimates; even
conservative figures indicate large numbers of street children in the region. Street
children do not consist of a homogeneous group: they come onto the street for a variety

----------
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of reasons, in response to varied and changing social conditions, and face different sets
of circumstances.
If they survive to become youths or young adults, they necessarily stop being
classified as street children. Yet the numbers of street children generally do not
decrease. Street children themselves form relationships, or may have babies--children
born on the street become street children in the near future. The children who grow up
are replaced by others, which suggest additional circumstances which bring children to
the streets.
Unfortunately, there exist formal and informal social structures and enterprises
that need children, for example, as cheap or compliant labor. Also, either because of
necessity or lack of other opportunities, children need these jobs and other escape routes
provided by life on the street. The circumstances and experiences of street children
overlap with several other categories of children, such as trafficked children, migrant
children, and working children.
There is also overlap with the range of problems and difficulties confronting
many children, most regularly present in the form of poverty, domestic and/or sexual
abuse, other forms of violence, and hazardous working conditions.

Operational Definitions

In this study, "Street children" will stand for children on the street by
themselves with a variety of occupations (including beggar, rubbish picker, shoeshine
boy or flower seller, sweat shop worker, underage sex worker, petty criminal, or
laborers in dangerous jobs or in unhealthy working conditions, etc.) Some of them are
highly visible, and they are a subject of public concern because they appear "out of
place."

-~ · ..,...---

-----
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Some see such children as victims; others see them more as small criminals.
Often, we choose not to see them at all. And then there are also the "invisible" street
children: children who work at hidden market places, hardly having contact with other
people in general.

Major themes in most descriptions of street children include

homelessness, separation from family, and being out of school, but often those children
designated as street children do not possess all of these circumstances. However a very
common set of characteristics includes poverty and the need to work.
Further, there is no clear definition of what constitutes being "forced to leave"
home. In this research, the researcher will first ask the children whether they would
define themselves as having run away or been forced to leave home. In some cases this
distinction is fairly clear. Some children might clearly feel that they have chosen to run
away. In between these two poles there is a considerable grey area relating to situations
where children feel unwanted to a greater or lesser extent and end up feeling
emotionally pushed out of their home, although no one has literally told them to leave.
For this study, the street children were all boys who were staying at the boy's
home provided by the Foundation for the Better Life of Children (see Appendix A).
The age range was expected to be 13-17 years.

Significance ofthe Problem
Running away from home and living on the street puts young people in danger
and is often a sign of underlying problems in a young person's life. Sometimes these
problems may be very severe such as physical violence or abuse. The fact that a child
has run away should be an alert to the fact that this child may require support. We
know that being a child of the streets is associated with a number of short-term risks
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including sleeping rough, involvement m crime, sexual exploitation and substance
misuse.
There are also implications for the long term outcomes for children who live on
the street in terms of increased levels of homelessness, social exclusion, and
unemployment. These long-term outcomes could be addressed if we identify children at
risk and provide them with appropriate support. One important point is looking at the
Jives and experiences of street children, and determining how this impacts their future.
How will uneasy survival on the street now affect their lives in the future? Will they
still be controlled by criminal gangs, or even linked to larger criminal scenarios, and
what other options shall exist for them?

Objectives of the Study

Increasingly, child protection looks beyond physical protection to the varied
circumstances and reasons why children are at risk. This research attempts to identify
actual street children's opinions toward their own futures, families and to society
around them. This study focused on whether street children have clear career goals or
know how to reach their dream career and become a quality adult in their later life,
starting with their own attitude. In combination with a positive attitude toward
themselves, their family and solid career aspirations may prevent their own children
from becoming the next generation of street children.
That is, in order for children to grow up and be quality adults, we need to start
with an assessment of their own attitudes toward themselves, and their hopes for their
future, family, and society around them. Knowing their attitudes, professionals may
finally help them to develop a suitable set of "life skills" for meeting the demands and
challenges of everyday life, including the psychosocial competencies and interpersonal
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skills that will help them to make infonned decisions and healthy life choices, as well as
a commitment to not let their own children go back into the cycle of being street
children once again. Hence, the objectives of the study are as follows:
I. To understand street children's attitudes toward their future, families and to the

society around them.
2. To find out direct infonnation from these children regarding their perceived
needs for career development.
3. To raise public awareness about the role society plays in shaping street
children's problems and their specific responses to these problems.

Scope and Limitation
This research will focus on street children who have decided to change their life,
accept help from a foundation, and who do not plan to return to street life again. The
main focus of their in-depth interviews will be on their own attitudes toward their
future, family and society around them, and how all of these factors may shape their life
in the future.
As with any research, there are limitations associated with writing about an
issue with such limited specific data and literature. The "invisible" nature of street
children makes it very difficult to implement the scope of research that would be
required in generating valid and credible statistical infonnation on the issue of street
children. Even for those interviewed, children by nature tend to be reluctant to disclose
personal infonnation to someone they barely know. So, the rapport-building period
may be long before getting the right infonnation, not counting the process needed to
cross-check whether the information they have given is accurate, or that their own
feelings are represented correctly. Further, the use of projective tests (H-T-P) is

---------· --- ----
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considered by some researchers to be too subjective for scientific utility, although the
researcher will be using this data as supplemental information to support primary
findings from the in-depth interviews.
Nevertheless, this investigation presents a start toward addressing this
contemporary problem in Thai society, one that impacts the future of the society.

·-----------· ---
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CHAPTER2
RELATED LITERATURE

"Eve1ything had just come to a head and my dad was t1ying to get rid of me and
beating me up and eve1ything and I just couldn 't stand it. He took me to Social
Services andjust dumped me. He went, 'You take care of her.'"

Some people feel that young runaways had been forced to leave home, as the
previous quotation illustrates above (Smeaton & Rees, 2004). A large national survey of
a representative sample of young people aged 14 to 16 found that around 2% or one in
every fifty, had been forced to leave home, temporarily or permanently, at some point
before their sixteenth birthday (Safe on the Streets Research Team, 1999).
Similar issues had already been recognized for some time from research
conducted in the United States. In 1990 a major US study estimated that there were
112,600 "thrownaway" children and young people (aged 0 to 17) in the USA; in 1998,
there was a·rate of 1.79 per 1000 of the youth population. Most (84%) of the young
people in the thrownaway category were aged 16 to 17, with the remaining 16% were
aged 13-15. There was no significant difference according to gender or ethnicity
(Finkelhor, Hotaling, & Sedlak, 1990).
Young people who run away from home have little or no access to emergency
accommodation and no legitimate means of surviving independently whilst away from
home. They rely either on the support of friends and relatives, or end up sleeping in
rough surroundings or with strangers, with all the inevitable risks that this involves.
This shows that despite the fact that parents have responsibilities to ensure the
safety and welfare of children under the age of 18, research has shown that many of

---··---··---- ----
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them are literally forced to leave home prior to 18. After doing a literature search, most
of the data this researcher found was from studies done in the UK or the U.S.A. Hence,
there may be limited applicability to the experience of Thai street children.
Nevertheless, these findings are presented for illustration purpose and to highlight some
common characteristics that appear with this population.

Categories ofStreet Children

Lewit and Baker (1998) studied different types of children who later on became
street children. Since there are so heterogeneous, there is no single source of data or
consistently applied set of definitions to describe the group, the category of National
Incidence Study of Missing, Abducted, Runaway and Thrownaway Children
(NISMART) will be used as reference (Hammer, Finkelhor, & Sedlak, 2002).
NISMART's definition covered the information about all types of missing children in
the United State. The definition by NISMART can be considered as a source of street
children, starting from the beginning, why they leave their home.
NISMART collected information about children who were abducted by family
members and non-family members, runaways, children who were abandoned or thrown
out of their homes (thrownaways), and children who were missing because they were
lost or injured or for other reasons. Each of these problems was examined separately,
and definitions were established for each problem. All definitions were for children
under age 18:
•

Family abductions
o

Situations in which a family member (I) took a child in violation of a
custody agreement or decree, or (2) in violation of a custody agreement

l.-_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - - - -
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or decree by failing to return a child at the end of a legal or agreed-upon
visit, with the child being away at least overnight.
•

Non-family abductions
o Legal definition: The coerced and unauthorized taking of a child into a
building, into a vehicle, or a distance of more than 20 feet; the detention
of a child for a period of more than one hour; or the luring of a child for
the purposes of committing another crime.
o

Stereotypical kidnapping: A subset of legally defined abductions that
require the child (1) be gone overnight; (2) be killed; (3) be transported a
distance of 50 miles or more; or (4) be ransomed; or (5) that the
perpetrator provides evidence of an intent to keep the child permanently.
The perpetrator also needs to be a stranger.

•

Runaways
o Broad-scope: Children who left home without permission and who
stayed away overnight. Children who were already away and refused to
come home were counted depending on their age and the amount of time
away: Two nights away if they were 15 or older, and one night away if
14 or younger.

•

Thrownaways:
o A child qualified if any one of four situations occurred: (1) the child had
been directly told to leave the household; (2) the child had been away
from home and a caretaker refused to allow the child back; (3) the child
had run away, but the caretaker made no effort to recover the child or did
not care whether the child returned; or (4) the child had been abandoned
or deserted.

--·------

------·
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•

Lost, injured, or otherwise missing
o Children who were missing from their caretakers for a variety of reasons,
and who did not fit into the other categories. Children were missing for
varying periods of time (from a few minutes to overnight) depending on
the child's age, disability, and whether the absence was due to an injury.
Because NISMART examined such disparate problems, it consisted of several

separate studies. The primary data collection was done through a nationally
representative random telephone survey, which included interviews of 10,544
caretakers of 20,505 children to find out how many of the children in these households
had run away or had been abducted, thrown away, Jost, or otherwise missing. The
household survey was done because many cases of missing children, especially family
abductions and runaways, never come to the attention of police; however, in many
situations, caretakers have detailed recollections of the events surrounding an episode.
With reference to the definitions above, street children in this research will be a
mixture of two groups: Runaways and thrownaways. Further details of each group are
found below:
Runaways.

The largest group in NISMART, with an estimated 450,700 per year. The
majority of runaways are older teenagers-68% are age 16 or 17-and half of the
runaway sample of major metropolitan areas had run away previously. Among
runaways, children with a history of running away, older teenagers, and whites were
found to have a higher risk of being away for longer periods of time, traveling farther,
or staying in unsecured quarters.
In the great majority of runaway incidents, the children returned home within
four weeks without suffering any adverse consequences. Two-thirds of broad-scope
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runaways run to friends' or relatives' houses and in almost 40% of cases their
caretakers know of their whereabouts most of the time. The police were contacted about
40% of the runaway cases in NISMART. More than 90% of runaways are not
physically harmed, although some serious outcomes do occur, including violent
victimization, sexual exploitation, and theft of personal possessions.
Thrownmvays.
This covers children who are literally asked to leave their households, those who
leave and whose parents do not care if they come back or make no effort to recover
them, and those who are abandoned. These children are victims of parental neglect and
are not literally missing because their parents apparently do not care where they are.
According to caretakers, many of the thrownaway situations (59%) began with
arguments over fairly common subjects-house rules, friends, staying out late, school,
and dress/appearance. In 27% of the cases, the arguments included physical violence, or
more than double the prevalence of violence reported for runaways (11 %). Moreover,
the outcomes of thrownaway episodes appeared to be more serious than those for
runaways.
Although the majority (68%) of thrownaway children returned home within two
weeks, 20% of thrownaways had not returned home at the time of the interview. In
comparison, 10% of runaways had not returned home at the time of the interview. Very
few thrownaway children were reported to have been harmed during their episodes (1 %
were abused or physically assaulted, and 11 % incurred self-defined mental harm), but
the lack of concern that many of the caretakers had for the children to begin with must
be taken into consideration when interpreting these figures.
The police were called in connection with just 23% of broad-scope
thrownaways, and 15% of the children were picked up by the police and placed in

--------------
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juvenile detention centers. The National Study of Law Enforcement Policies and
Practices Regarding Missing Children and Homeless Youth (NSLEPP) conducted
between 1987 and 1989 by the U.S. Justice Department to describe police response and
parent/caretaker found that law enforcement agencies rarely had formal procedures for
dealing with children who were no longer welcome at home. (Center for the Future of
Children, 1998) Although there was a growing understanding that returning a child to
his or her home should not always be the automatic response, police referral of these
children to other agencies was uncommon. Typically, referral procedures did not exist,
and police were not aware of the agencies that might be able to help.
The study of Rees and Siakeu (2004) also highlighted some other key
differences between 'runaways' and 'thrownaways.' Compared to incidents of young
people running away, those where young people had been forced to leave were:
• More often proceeded by an argument (59% of 'thrownaways' compared to
36% of 'runaways')
• Twice as likely to have involved violence prior to the young person leaving
(27 % of 'thrownaways' VS. 11 % of 'runaways')
• Likely to last longer (54% of 'thrownaway' incidents lasted a week or more
compared to 35% of 'runaways')
• Less likely to be reported to the police (23% of 'thrownaway' incidents
compared to 40% of 'runaway' incidents).
Several other studies have made a distinction between young people running
away and being forced to leave for instance, Hier, Korbot and Schweitzer ( 1990)
compared the psychological characteristics of these two groups of young people.
Ringwalt, Greene, and Robertson (1998) found that 'thrownaway' young people
were more likely than runaways to report attempting suicide, using drugs, and dealing

--
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in drugs. They were also more likely to have been away from home as a result of abuse,
neglect, family conflict and family substance use. Ennett, Federman, Bailey, Ringwalt,
and Hubbard ( 1999) found that young people who were forced to leave home were at
higher risk of unsafe sexual behaviors.
More recently, in a follow-up to the 1990 study, Hammer, Finkelhor and Sedlak
(2002) took the decision not make a distinction between 'runaway' and 'thrownaway'
young people. The main reason is because there is no clear cut between two groups.
Many children fall into both categories, depended on whether the information was
gathered from and how they interpret their own situation.
In the UK, there has been a tendency to group young people who have been
forced to leave home together with young people who have decided to leave home
under the general heading of "running away". The largest piece of research to date on
runaways in the UK (Safe on the Streets Research Team, 1999), entitled Still Running,
found that around one in five young people under the broad "runaways" category
reported having been "forced to leave home" on at least one occasion (they may also
have run away on other occasions).
Overall the report estimated that 77,000 young people run away for the first time
each year in the UK, and that there were around 129,000 "running away" incidents per
year. The Still Running study also provided some further information about this group.
This information made it clear that there were some significant characteristics of this
population:
• As with young people who run away, more females (58%) are forced to leave
home than males.
• Young people who are forced to leave tend to be older with a peak around the
ages of 15 and 16.

~----
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• There is a fairly even representation of young people from different ethnic
groups amongst young people who are forced to leave home, whereas black and
minority ethnic young people are less likely to run away than white young
people.
• Young people who are forced to leave are more likely than average to have
been away from home repeatedly in the past (either through being forced to
leave or running away) than young people who run away.

Why They Are Forced to Leave
As a starting point for developing an understanding of the reasons of being
forced to leave home, Rees and Siakeu (2004) had done very interesting in depth
research by re-analyzing young people's responses to an open-ended survey
questionnaire about why they had left home. These responses were organized
thematically. Where young people gave more information about the events surrounding
their being forced to leave, the most common factors, in descending order of
prevalence, were:
•

Arguments, poor relationships and boundaries issues

"I left because me and my mum don't get on. We always argue and she was
really depressed and told me I had to go as I was making her unhappy. "
•

Violence towards the young person

"As I was badly beaten all the time and told to leave in the next week or my
bags will be packed and I'll be chucked out."
•

Issues to do with families splitting up

"Left home with my mum and sister and lived in a women's refuge for 7
months."

--
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•

Young person's behaviors at home

"]had to leave because I stole my dad's car and got caught smoking weed in my
house."
•

Being in trouble

"Because I had a lot of problems with drugs, alcohol and I kept getting into
trouble at school and with the police. "
•

School issues

"I got excluded .from school for the third time and was kicked out of my house
for a week."

Common Background Factors Which Lead Children to Leave Home
Rees and Siakeu (2004) used the above rough categorization as a starting point
for further analysis of the research data, and also the data from interviews with young
people. To a great extent, the immediate triggers for being forced to leave proved to be
a helpful indicator of the key background issues in the lives of these young people.
They came up with the common background factors below:

Conflict.
Young people who are forced to leave home report high levels of conflict within
their families. This can be both an immediate reason for being forced to leave, or an
underlying issue. Almost a quarter (23%) of young people forced to leave home said
that they did not get on at all with their parents or caretakers. This conflict can be due to
a wide range of sources, including:
•Issues of boundaries and freedom as young people mature
•Clashes of values or expectations
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• Issues between parents
•The ongoing impact of family change.
One additional area of conflict not evident from the survey of predominantly
under-16-year-olds was related to economic issues. For young people reaching the age
of 16, economic factors, including access to work or benefits, were often a reason for
being forced to leave home:

"Mum had no money for me. She gave me a week to get a job but I couldn't get
one. I thought she was joking. "

Rejection.
Clearly, being forced to leave home is in itself an act of (temporary or
permanent) rejection. To this extent it is inevitable that the issue of rejection is
highlighted in a study of this nature. However, it is apparent from many young people's
stories that this rejection is often not simply a one-off event but the culmination of years
of emotional neglect and disinterest on the part of parents and caretakers.
One in eight (12%) who had been forced to leave feel that their parents do not
care about them. Some young people report multiple rejections by parents and other
family members. For some young people a key aspect of their rejection by their parents
relates to their sexuality. One young woman recounted how she was first forced to leave
home at 12 years of age after:

"It was when I first had thoughts, I wasn't sure, I thought I was gcy, I didn't
know, !just wanted to talk to her [mother] about it."
This resulted in an argument during which her mother told her to leave home:

"She said to me that no daughter of hers will be gay and if I am gay I've got to
leave."

·------- -----·-----
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She went to stay with an aunt but was subsequently also told to leave there and
went into care. In other cases, it is young people's fears of their parents' possible
reactions to their sexuality which leads them to feel forced to leave home:
"I was scared of them finding out, I really thought my dad would kill me "

Although when this young man did eventually "come out," his father was very
accepting.

Violence.

Violence 1s very prominent m the lives of this group of young people. As
discussed earlier this can be a key aspect of the events surrounding the young person
being forced to leave home. However, as with rejection, it is also a consistent
underlying theme in many of these young people's histories.
Thirteen percent of young people who had been forced to leave said their
parents hit them a lot, compared to 6% of runaways and 2% of all young people. This
theme is in evidence in several of the case studies presented elsewhere in this section. In
a number of cases in both the interviews and the survey there were clear connections
with domestic violence.

Family change.

The fourth key theme within young people's histories is one of substantial
change and instability. Young people who are forced to leave home tend to have had
disrupted lives, with high levels of family breakdown and reconstitution as well as
bereavements and geographical mobility. Only around a third (35%) of young people
who had been forced to leave currently lived with both birth parents, compared to 58%
of runaways and 72% of other young people.

·-
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Interviews highlighted cases of young people being moved from one parent or
extended family member to another during their childhood. In addition, young people
who are forced to leave home are much more likely to have lived in care at some point.
Sixteen percent of this group had lived in care, compared to 6% of runaways and
around 2% of other young people. Whilst the main focus of analysis here is on young
people's lives, it is important to recognize that their parents and caregivers will have
also been through the same difficult issues.
As an earlier research of Rees and Rutherford (2001) has illustrated, where
parents have been through a major disruption caused by violent family environments
and family breakdown, there is a toll on the ability of young people to cope and this can
be a strong explanatory factor why young people are being forced to leave home. The
high rate of young people being forced to leave lone-parent families is perhaps
indicative of parents' own difficulties in coping with the legacy of these experiences.
Similarly, within reconstituted families young people are often caught up
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emotional triangles with their birth parent and step parent, which ultimately are
resolved by the young person being told to leave or feeling pushed into this position.

Being in trouble.
Young people who have been forced to leave home are likely also to be young
people with problems and issues of various kinds in their lives. As with young people
who have run away, those who have been forced to leave have much higher than
average self-defined rates of problems both at school (including truancy, exclusion and
being bullied) and in their personal lives (alcohol, drugs, and offending) than the
general population of young people.
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Comparing young people who have been forced to leave with young people who
run away, the former group has even higher rates of problems than the latter with drugs
and truanting. Twenty one percent of young people who had been forced to leave home
said that they had a problem with drugs, compared to 13% of runaways and 3% of other
young people. Fourteen percent said that they often truanted, compared to 8% of
runaways and 3% of all young people.
In interviews, drug use and drug dealing came across as common features in the
lives of many young people who are forced to leave home. It is clear that the link
between drug issues and being away from home works both ways. Some young people
initially became involved in drugs whilst they were away from home, whilst others
were forced to leave home because of their involvement with drugs. This dual and
reinforcing pattern is common to other areas of young people's lives where they are "in
trouble".
The roots of these issues can often be traced back in young people's histories, to
earlier events and experiences. Young people often spoke of "getting in with a
bad crowd." Whilst it would be misleading to say that this was always caused by
other factors, it is clear that many young people, having experienced rejection
and neglect at home (often combined with problems at school), tum to
ultimately unhelpful peer relationships and group memberships as a means of
belonging.

Young people's behavior in the home.
It is clear from young people's own accounts that in some cases their own
actions have often been a key factor in their being forced to leave home. In surveys and
interviews some young people identified behaviors such as being violent, being drunk,
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stealing from other family members, and putting other people at risk as reasons why
they were forced to leave. At the same time, some young people felt that this behavior
should be understood in the context of their lives as a whole and the past behavior of
other family members.
This is summarized by one young person who reflected on her parents'
unwillingness to accept their part in the problems she was experiencing:

"They [parents} blame me for eve1ything and they think that all the things I
have done have affected their lives and they think that only they've got problems
[but the problems} weren't just comingfrom one way."

In summary, the lives of young people who are leave home from whatever
reason are marked by high degrees of rejection, violence and disruption. Often as a
consequence of this, these young people also have significant problems in their school
and personal lives. Young people's reactions to all these factors can sometimes lead to
actions which ultimately contribute to their being forced to leave home by their parents
and caretakers. This analysis highlights the long-term and multi-faceted nature of the
problems faced by these young people.

What Happens When Children Actually Leave Home
Rees and Siakeu (2004) also extended the research to not only provide
information before they leave home but also the circumstances that they faced after they
left.

Risks.
In general terms, a strong link has been found between sleeping rough and being
hurt whilst away. Around 14% of young people who run away say that they were hurt
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(physically or sexually assaulted) whilst away from home. In interviews young people
who had been forced to leave described being physically and sexually assaulted on the
streets or by people they stayed with.

"This guy picked me up on the road He said, "I'll give you a bed so you can
crash out tonight. " When I stayed, he tried jumping into bed with me. I grabbed
my bag and ran out of there. "

Seeking help.
It appears that young people tend to turn to family and friends for help, and that
they are rarely referred to any agencies whilst away from home. To an extent this
appears to be due to lack of knowledge of what help might be available within the
locality.

Survival strategies.
Young people under 16 who were not able to find help from family and friends,
and ended up sleeping rough had very limited options for surviving whilst away, and
had no access to benefits and virtually no access to emergency accommodation:

"Some nights I didn't know where I was going to stay and it was raining. I was
starving, constantly, I was always hungry. "
These issues are particularly pertinent for young people who are forced to leave
because they will have had little chance to prepare for their departure. Some young
people talked about resorting to using drugs in order to cope with the feelings of being
on the streets:

---------·,-:------
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"You don't want to be sitting on the street all day sober. It's depressing and it's
cold and it's wet.

Ifyou're going to

be sitting there you want to be stoned out of

your mind so at least you don't care whether you're hot, cold, wet, d1y. "
It is hardly surprising then, that some young people turned to illegal survival

strategies:

"When you 're on the streets, you team up with others. That's when I started to
get into trouble, nicking cars and shoplifting. "
For young people aged 16 or 17 barriers to access to benefits whilst away from
home was a key issue

"And, like claim-wise, they should have a scheme for us where we can get
money so

if we have to pay for somewhere to live,

we've got a little something to

help us along and we don't have to be doing more robbe1y, selling our body for
money, robbingfood.from shops."

Characteristics of Young People Running Away
In this section, the latest findings by Rees & Lee (2005) present the
characteristics of runaway children as compared to the previous study by the Safe on
the Streets Research Team (1999).
The analysis that was presented in summary was:
o

Females are more likely to run away than males.

o

The peak age range for running away is 14- to 15-years old. However a
slightly older age was present in the previous US study by Finkelhor,
Hotaling, and Sedlak ( 1990) to be majority age range of 16 to 17.
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o

There is evidence of higher than average running away rates amongst young
people who defined themselves as disabled and/or as having learning
difficulties.

o

There are also early indications of higher running away rates amongst
lesbian and gay young people.

o

There are some variations in running away rates according to ethnicity.

o

Higher running away rates in areas of higher population density.

The Broader Context of Young Runaway 's Lives
The research of Rees and Lee (2005) came up with the outstanding
characteristics of runaways as consisting of the following;
•

Family form

Previous research, Safe on the Streets Research Team (1999), has shown a
strong link between the structure of the family within which young people live as
teenagers, and the likelihood of them having run away at some point in their lives.
Young people living in lone parent families were around twice as likely to have run
away as those living with both birth parents, and young people living in stepfamilies
were almost three times as likely.
Research by Rees and Rutherford (2001) show that events prior to, during, and
immediately following the break-up of the person's family of origin play a significant
part in running away. The highest rate of running away occurred amongst young people
who lived in other family forms (30.8%). These young people were cared for by
grandparents, relatives or other people. But this finding did not mention that these
people ran away from or were forced to leave a birth family member prior to living with
their current caretaker, or running away from the home in which they were currently
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living. Follow by step family (18% ), single birth parent (13% ), and both birth parents
(6.7%)
•

The quality of relationships with parents or caretakers

Young people both runaways and non-runaways were asked on a survey
questionnaire to offer their views on a number of aspects of their lives by responding to
statements using a five point scale. Five of these statements were as shown below:
o

I feel that my parents/caretakers understand me

o

I feel that my parents/caretakers are too strict

o

I feel that my parents/caretakers care about me

o

I get on well with my parents/caretakers

o

I feel that my parents/caretakers treat me fairly

All the above statements showed that the runaway group endorsed a lower
percentage on all items except for the second statement, where they felt that their
parents/caretakers were too strict.
•

Economic factors

Of the young people who indicated that they were entitled to free school meals,
13.4% had runaway overnight, compared to 9.6% of those who said that said they were
not entitled. The proportion of young people who had run away overnight who were
living in families with no adults in paid employment was 15.6%, compared with 9.9%
for those young people in households with at least one adult in employment. Both these
differences were statistically significant and are broadly in line with the 1999 findings.
The Still Running report presented an analysis of the links between family form,
economic factors, and running away rates. This analysis suggested that family form was
the more important determinant of running away and that economic factors had a
relatively weak influence when this factor was taken into account.
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•

School

The Still Running showed a strong link between problems at school and running
away and the current survey also finds this link. A third (34%) of young people who
said that they had problems with attending school also said that they had run away
overnight, compared to less than 9% of those who said they did not have attendance
problems. Similarly, young people who said they had problems with getting excluded
from school were three times more likely to have run away overnight compared to
young people who did not have a problem (29% compared to 10%).
In general young people who had run away overnight expressed more negative
views

about school, based on a questionnaire that asked questions such as:
o

My school is helping to prepare me for life

o

I often worry about my school work

o

School is boring

o

I am worried about my exams at school

o I am worried about being bullied at school
o

I am happy in my school

The findings showed that they were less likely to feel happy at school, feel that
school is boring, worried about exams at school, or to feel it was not preparing them for
life.
•

Personal well-being

Young people who had run away overnight were less likely to feel purposeful or
happy in their lives than non-runaways. They were also more likely to feel depressed
and/or to wish they had someone in their life to turn to for advice. The questionnaire
items that expressed this included:
o

I find life really worth living

28
o

I feel my life has a sense of purpose

o

I often feel depressed

o

I often long for someone to turn to for advice

It is clear that young people who run away also tend to experience a range of

ongoing difficulties in their lives at home and at school; and that they are significantly
more likely than average to have problems with drugs, alcohol and offending.
Furthermore, the evidence presented also suggests that they may have poorer personal
wellbeing than young people who have not run away, which has an affect on their
future.

The Present Situation of Thai Street Children
There is much research at the international level about street children.

For

instance, in Scotland they had shown that one in nine (I 1%) children in Scotland had
run away or were forced to leave home before the age of 16. They also found that these
children were being sexually exploited through prostitution across Scotland. The
Scottish Executive (2002) has established a Working Group on Young Runaways and
Children Abused Through Prostitution. This Working Group has considered support for
children, guidance for professionals, and effective early intervention to prevent abuse
and exploitation before it happens.
In Thailand, since the past decade, Thai society has been confronted by an
alarming problem of wandering street children. Poverty, broken families and negligent
parents drive the troubled children from their homes to the streets especially in big
cities like Bangkok, Chiang Mai, and Pattaya. It may seem that the number of street
children is decreasing these days, but the fact is there is an
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organizations that are helping street children; this reduces the number of children still
on the streets but not the whole (Interview with Better Life Organization's staff, 2006).
The problems experienced by street children include homelessness, the worst
forms of labor, abuse, health difficulties, control by adult gangs, lack of education, and
lack of identification papers.
In April 2004, the Child Protection Act of 2003 took effect.

This is a

comprehensive new law designed to enhance protection of children in Thailand under
age 18, regardless of nationality. This law states that any action involving a child shall
give primary importance to the best interests of the child and no discrimination shall be
allowed. It forbids abandonment, neglect, abuse or torture of a child. It also forbids
guardians from forcing, threatening, inducing or encouraging children to become
beggars, live on the streets, commit crimes or engage in any acts that would harm their
growth or development. (UNICEF Office for Thailand, March 2004).

The World of Street Children
The phenomenon of street children's world is rooted in poverty, with demand
and forced labor by economic development programs which favor economic. Poverty
and the concomitant reasons of wanting to help their parents and siblings, or of sending
oneself to school, are commonly cited reasons for working by street children.
Furthermore, what could be a significant social pattern is the migration of children to
work in the cities, which is usually associated with the growth of the middle class.
Another factor that seems to be associated with the issue of street children is the
growing availability of a wide range of illegal drugs and narcotics, with increasing
abuse of such substances by children and young people. Amphetamine-type substances
are common in Cambodia, Thailand, and Viet Nam. Millions of such pills are
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manufactured in factories along the Myanmar-Thailand border. With established drug
trafficking networks across the region and beyond, heroin and other opium-based
substances also are available and used.
Children's and youths' use of drugs can be another cause for their movement to
the street. In the case of rich, well-off children who develop a drug dependency, they
may steal from their families, or be thrown out of their home for causing loss of respect,
favors, reputation, or a fall from honorable position, due to their family's shame. The
cycle of living on the street, using drugs, getting put into prison for drug use or
trafficking, then subsequent release, return to the street, drug use, and so on, was
observed in a project in Thailand (West, 2003).
On the other hand, children's need of money and their comparative
powerlessness both physically and socially make them vulnerable to coercion, force,
and exploitation by adults or older children. The link between some street children and
drugs is one cause of many street children falling foul of the law. Associated problems
are not only their drug dependence and the risk of HIV infection from shared needles or
other injectables, but also that street life can make the use of drugs seem attractive for
recreation and/or escape from hunger and the psychosocial difficulties associated with
life on the street.
Street children also frequently use glue, gasoline, or other readily available
solvents to provide a temporary escape from their environment.

Street Children: Daily Life (information from the literature and teachers at the

Foundation)
Street children are most evident in large cities, where they work in occupations
that bring them into contact with the public, both the local population and foreign
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tourists. Health care, compulsory education, reducing poverty, increasing income,
employment, and housing, are all critical issues and important responses to the
problems of children in big cities. The range of work undertaken by street children
includes begging, collecting rubbish for recycling, scavenging rubbish dumps, shoe
shining, flower or magazine and newspaper sales, prostitution, or the less visible petty
theft.
In some of these occupations children work alone, although they frequently are
under the control of adults, older street children, or gangs, and with or without
knowledge of their parents. Many working children may be forced to deliver a certain
amount of money each day. The adults in control of these children generally are careful
not to be visible to the public. Children do work openly with some adults in some
places, for example with their families in food processing and selling, or as market
porters.
There are also occupations invisible to the general public, such as work in
factories or sweat shops, serving as drug couriers, or in a house of prostitution or other
forms of sex work. Some of these children may not have come directly to the street, but
have followed paths and processes taken by other street children. Street children come
into conflict with the law in many ways. Some children are trafficked or otherwise
coerced into involvement in illegal activities, from bag snatching and petty theft to drug
or weapons smuggling. (Department of Public Welfare, 1996)
Children may steal food or clothes for themselves. Street children are often
described scornfully by the police and the public, who believe they are doing something
wrong even if they are playing. Street children may be beaten by police, shopkeepers,
or other adults, reinforcing the perception of street children as criminals. Children also
report having to give something, such as money or a favor to a person in a position of
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authority, including the police, and often are subject to harassment by police, including
beatings, abuse and other violence, even sexual violation.
By day or night, children may be bullied by other children or by adults. Children
often report a lack of a place or space to play, including being moved from parks or
other public spaces by police or security guards. Children on the street also are exposed
to other risks, including substance abuse (chiefly glue or solvent sniffing, amphetamine
type substances, and opiates). In many circumstances, children are adept at analyzing
their situation and making decisions for their own benefit. These include daily decisions
regarding their coping or survival techniques, as well as general assessments of their
own best interests. (Juthikul, Karnpisit, & Thangkananurak, 1992).
Some children may be living in abusive or otherwise unsuitable residential
homes/shelters, but find some aspects beneficial and, on that basis may choose not to
move onto, or back to, the street. Some children prefer their independence, including
the freedom to make their own decisions and have control over their lives. Children
who have had difficulty with schooling may prefer not to continue with formal
education. Others may choose to escape situations of family poverty when they can get
more food on the street, or more freedom to play games, or freedom to go to the
cinema, play online games, or visit internet cafes when they have earned or begged for
enough money.
The highly structured lives ofchildren who spend most of the week in schooling
activities stands in complete contrast to the lives of street children. While some street
children express concern about their long-term futures, most see this being largely
beyond their control. Thus, many street children live for the moment, day to day. Such
behavior carries its own set of risks (e.g., in terms of crime, substance abuse or
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reproductive health), but it also serves as a coping mechanism which they need to face
life on the street.
Also, despite the inherent dangers, many children find life on the street to be
liberating. For some, it provides the possibility to earn money, eat reasonably well, and
do things children usually are not allowed to do at home. The problems of life on the
street may become apparent only when they grow older and their perspectives on life
change. The notion of street children being "out of place" may primarily be a
perception held by adults. Much depends on individual experience. (Jitradap, &
Sukkrakarnchana, 1997).
Street children who are "successful" have learned and practice a wide range of
coping skills, which in most other social contexts would be recognized as highly
desirable. For example, abilities to negotiate difficult situations, to bargain, and to assert
themselves are attributes that might suit many small enterprises. Many street children
might be better perceived as small entrepreneurs. The problem for these children is
connected with the prevention of enjoying their (very short) childhood before they need
to move their life to the street plus their inability to gain an education or other work
skills or qualifications that may help take them off the streets.
Street children who do not readily become "street smart" have a particularly
difficult time and are unlikely to survive the streets. Street children usually are in poor
health conditions, physically, emotionally and even mentally in some cases. Many of
them are addicted to drugs and the majorities are under-educated and unemployed.
They struggle to survive from day to day. Some earn small money by doing humble
jobs such as washing dishes, polishing shoes or selling newspapers, garlands, flowers
and lottery tickets. Others beg for money, steal or scavenge through the rubbish for
what they can eat, use or sell. Most of them have no opportunities to attend school and
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are easily cheated. Some join criminal gangs, many others have been victimized
through drugs, child labor and prostitution. (Thangkananurak, 1992).
There are instances of children, being forced by their own parent (step-parent) to
sell tissues on the street. If the children did not make a certain amount of money (for
example, at least 200 baht a day), they were beaten, then forced to go back out to the
streets until brought back the required amount of profit home. This problem does occur
in our society.

Many street children are picked up by the police and taken to a

government run shelter.

Emotional and Material Support for Street Children
It is admitted today that street children are not simply a consequence of poverty;

rather it is the sum of different phenomena that explains it. The following causes are
involved either directly or indirectly:
• Rapid and uncontrolled urbanization;
• Population explosion;
• Family disintegration;
• Unemployment and insufficient income;
• Inadequacy of educational and social systems;
• Maladjustment of formal education systems leading to school failure,
drop-out or rejection;
• Insufficiency or lack of institutions to take care of children who have
dropped out of school, etc.
Children are easily at risk during today's environment and this issue is well
known at the international level. There have been improvements such as the passage of
new laws, policies, and guidelines in order to realize children's rights worldwide. In
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2004, the United Nations (UN) Committee on the Rights of the Child recommended the
promotion of child participation in the development of national and local government
policies regarding children.
Like any child, street children need to have board and lodging, they need to be
protected, and they need to be taught how to live in society, to be educated and to have
vocational training. They also need everything that makes education possible. People of
goodwill, religious or state institutions, Non-Governmental Organizations, ministerial
departments, the United Nations System (UNESCO, UNICEF, ILO, WHO, UNAIDS,
etc.) all try to respond to the needs of these children.
Organizations offer emotional and material support to street children, especially
those who suffer from abuse and violence. Emotional and material support includes:
counseling, emergency shelter, medical care, clothing assistance, nutritional assistance,
sports and recreation activities, family reunification and livelihood, and cooperative
assistance. The growing problem of street children has raised concerns among
organizations involved with children, leading them to concentrate not only on helping
children out of street but also on preventing at risk children from entering the street.
Currently, several governmental and nongovernmental agencies and kindhearted individuals devote their attention, money, time and efforts to help solve the
problem. Many organizations have helped solve the problem of street/homeless children
through a non-formal education program aimed at teaching basic functional literacy as
well as social norms to enable street children to survive within a normal society. This
positive approach also helps prevent these children from committing crimes and
protects them from child exploitation.
As a result, some of children who have received help from such organizations
are better able to come back and live a quality life. They have become less aggressive
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and speak more politely. They are more willing to lend a helping hand to their teachers
such as taking care of younger children. Some have stopped sniffing glue. Those who
work and earn an income are taught to save money by opening their own bank accounts.
Nowadays, provision for street children have been developed between nongovernment organizations (NGOs) and the government's social officer. There is a great
need for coordination in order to seek standards to be developed, implemented, and
monitored.

This is not limited only to NGOs or governmental social officers, but

everyone who has encountered street children. People in the society should know how
to interact with street children, and to look at them with a positive mind set.
While the focus of much work with street children has been on the provision of
shelters or temporary accommodation, education, and training, increased attention is
also being given to prevention work. This includes safe houses, places and methods of
work that include the active participation of children, and working with them to begin
to address key protection issues. Beginning with where children are living, it is then
possible to look at issues of preventing, street work, and helping children to move on
from the street to situations that place them at decreased risk, which is the most critical
point of the whole process.
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CHAPTER3
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Sampling Method
The street children were selected by homogenous sampling - they were selected
because they all shared the same characteristic in that they decided to change their life
by deciding to stick with the foundation.

Subjects
The street children used for this study were all boys who were staying at the boy's
home provided by the Foundation for the Better Life of Children (see Appendix A).
Their expected age range was 13-17 years. This study was conducted in the Bangkok
area, although the children may have come from different areas and have different
backgrounds.

Data Collection
The research used both secondary and primary source to obtain necessary data:

•

Secondary data.
Data planning and collection of secondary sources of data, which included:
1. Reviewing the literature on the topic.
2. Identifying the needs, aims and objectives of Foundation for the Better Life
of Children.

•

Primary data.

------ -
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The source of the data comes from both the foundation's staff and the children
themselves. First-hand data will be used from the children themselves.

Data Collection Procedure
Before acquiring the information, a permission Jetter (see Appendix B) and a
sample list of questions needed to be submitted to the foundation for approval, which
was done.
The estimated time to collect data required that the researcher spend every
weekend at the foundation from approximately July to September 2006, a total of 12
times. Because it was a boy's home, the researcher went with a partner researcher for
safety. Also, this enabled some of the data to be collected in a group without alarming
the subjects. Indeed, some of the boys were more likely to respond in the group setting,
as opposed to individually.
This information was acquired using different techniques such as:
•

Participatory Method: Taking a lot of time to get along with the children,
to break the ice, and to gain their trust.

Carrying out site-visits and

meetings with the coordinator of the foundation; participating in
activities that were organized by the foundation.
•

In-depth interviews to assess the inner feelings of the children to specific
topics related to their future, family and society around them. Interview
questions were used as a guideline for starting the session; during the
interview the researcher adapted and adjusted questions depending on
the child willingness to share information. The data were tape recorded.

•

Direct Observation: Seeing and listening are keys to observation, which
provides the opportunity to document activities, behaviors, and physical

---- :-
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aspects without having to depend upon people's willingness and ability
to respond to questions. This was done in the foundation building where
the street children congregate during their free time, in order to see how
they actually react to the situation and circumstances around them. The
main objective was to try to understand the ongoing behaviors of the
street children in the foundation.
•

Individual case studies to obtain information about their family
background, their living environment before they entered the street, their
relationship with society, etc.

•

Additional information from interviews with staff in the Better Life
Organization as part of the individual case studies.

•

Projective drawings, if possible (see Addendum to chapter 3 at end).

All the methods mentioned above were gathered on field trips with the street
teacher and the street children in the Bangkok area and from visits to the children at the
foundation.

Interview Questions and Guidelines
The first part of the data gathering procedure will be to look at the Better Life
Organization's background and general environment, to gather information on the
following:
•

Current situation of street children in Bangkok

•

Foundation's structure

•

Objective of the foundation

•

How the foundation helps street children

•

Problem faced during helping these children

~----·-~~
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The Second part will focus more on children, with the actual question that was
asked being:
1. How's your life with the foundation now compared to where you used to
live before?
2. What is your picture of yourself that you see in the next 5 years, and what is
your dream career?
3. Who do you love the most in your family, and why?
These three questions will be used as opening questions, then the researcher will
ask questions according to the guideline below:

Part 1: General Data
General data obtained focuses upon the child's demographic variables, taking a
closer look at their family background and personal profiles in terms of:
o

Gender

o

Age

o

Educational level and/or the reason that they stopped going to school.
Examples:

o

•

Cannot afford to go to school at all

•

Needed to work to support their family - used to go to school

•

Do not like to study

•

Did not like the teacher(s)

•

Have they ever skipped class: how often and why?

Actual hometown
Examples:
•

Where did they spend most of their childhood?

•

Where did they live before living in the street?
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o

Family information
Examples:
•

Who did they stay with before they entered the street?

•

Where did they live and type of residence?

•

Parents'

marital

status,

e.g.

divorced,

single

parent,

step

father/mother, etc.
•

Parents' education, occupation, work periods, average monthly
income

•

Number of sisters and brothers, and their age ranges

•

Do any of their sisters/brothers live on the street; if yes, before or
after them?

•

The relationship between their parents and their sisters or brothers:
How did they react when confrontations occurred?

•

Amount of money they got as an allowance from their parents

•

Their relationship to their neighborhood and their community. Did
they have close friends, how many, same/opposite gender?

Part 2: Life on the Street
Life on the street, part 2, will show how they managed their life on the street,
what work they used to do in order to earn money, how their working environment was
and, most importantly, the reason why they decided to live on the street.
o

Reason that they decided to live on the street.
Examples:
•

Their own will, Jove of freedom, do not like to study

•

Poor family situation; was abused by parent(s)
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•
o

Influence from the environment and friends

What did they do for living on the street?
•

Average income they got per month

•

Work hours, daily schedules

•

How they spent their earnings

o

Length of time they lived on the street

o

What is the most memorable situation they faced while living on the street?

o

Where did they usually spend their free time and what sort of activities did
they do with other street children?
Examples:

o

•

Do they like music; where did they listen to music?

•

Do they like to watch T.V. or movies; where did they watch this?

•

Do they have a boyfriend/girlfriend; how is the relationship?

Who they were with while wandering (alone, with friends, reasons). Do
they have close friends?

o

What do they consider "Home" while living in the street?

o

Did they ever come home after living on the street?

o

•

Frequency

•

Reasons, e.g. to give money to their family, missing their family, etc.

Health concerns, any sickness symptoms, how did they manage when they
got sick?

o

Emotional concerns: If they have problem, who do they feel comfortable
turning to?

o

Reason they decided to stop living on the street.
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Part 3: Sentence Completfon
Part 3 will focuses on the inner feelings of the child and their attitudes toward
their future, family and the society around them. This information will be gathered
using the sentence-completion technique:
•

•

•

Society
o

If I found a little kid crying on the street I will _ _

o

My best friend is _ _

o

My society, neighbors are

Themselves
o

When I grow up, I will _ _

o

If I won first prize in the lottery, I would _ _

o

The thing I want the most right now is _ _

o

The most memorable memory of myself is _ _

Family
o

My family is_ _

o

My parents are _ _

o

If I get married, I will _ _

The main concern of these questions was to try to be non-threatening, and to ask
open-ended, prompting questions. These questions were based on this researcher's
thoughts about street children, which included information from the literature review
about street children, especially the finding that the family is the major cause that forces
children to go and live on the street. After they face a rough life on the street, it is hard
for them to have a clear set of life goals for their future including a stable self-image,
and positive attitudes toward their family and their society.
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Data Analysis
The data analysis process included reviewing the literature, reviewing primary
and secondary data, and re-checking the data collected.

The key findings of this

research will be based on the in-depth interviews with the children themselves.

ADDENDUM TO CHAPTER 3
Additional information to the primary data collected during the in-depth
interviews came from the use of projective drawing tests. Projective tests are especially
sensitive in detecting unconscious or covert personality characteristics - those which
the children themselves do not realize. The use of the House-Tree-Person test (H-T-P)
is a way to help the researcher gain insight into the child's thoughts and feelings about a
particular part of the drawing and invites the child to explore them through story telling.
The final result can provide additional information about the child.
The researcher administered the H-T-P drawing test, and provided the children
with a 2B pencil, eraser and papers. Each picture was a drawing on individual pieces of
paper. The researcher gave the instructions and encouraged the children to draw more
details in each picture, with no time limit. During the drawing, the researcher
maintained her observation of the sequence in which the child worked, statements
made, his behaviors, and his affect. After completion of the drawings, the researcher let
the child tell a story about their drawing. These drawings are presented in Appendix C.
The House-Tree-Person test is based on the premise that unconscious aspects of
the personality are exposed through the person's drawings of familiar items. Children
who had experienced unpleasant, painful situation are often hesitant to respond to direct
questioning about their experience. The House-Tree-Person (H-T-P) has been used
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with the objective of allowing the child to "tell" about their bad experience without
directly verbalizing the experience.
Per this theory, a person protects themselves from the judgment and inquiries of
others and from their own self-evaluation by using defenses and resistance. Projective
tests claim to be able to bypass these defenses and provide an accurate view of the
drawer's inner thoughts and subjective experience. (Groth-Marnat, 1999).
Jn addition to the psychoanalytic foundation upon which they were developed,
drawing techniques are considered a play activity and therefore appropriate to use with
children. Observations while the child is engaged in this form of play are helpful in
gaining an overall understanding of the child's feelings and perspectives.

Besides

expressing these very subjective experiences, children also use play to share their
memories and disclose abuse or trauma (Sadowski & Loesch, 1993.)

I

With both the psychoanalytic and play theories combined together, projective

~

drawing tests are thought to provide useful and hidden (both unintentionally and

·'

intentionally) information through a process which is non-threatening and familiar to
the child.
There is some research arguing against the validity and reliability of projective
tests, although many of these have methodological flaws. In some cases, the sample
group was either too small to be considered significant or had not been randomly
selected.

Oftentimes, scoring systems differ from test to test, making meaningful

comparisons even more difficult to make (Van Hutton, I 994).

Nevertheless, some

researchers have pointed out the problem of subjectivity on the part of the interpreter
and the lack of complete information about the examinee and circumstances. It has
been suggested that interpreters often use intuitive judgments when interpreting the
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drawings of children, rather than using proven scoring methods, even when they are
available (Groth-Mamat, 1990).
As scoring and interpreting the projective test is a complex and subjective task,
this researcher will use information from the in-depth interviews as a main result, with
the drawings used if they add to these findings.

47
CHAPTER 4
RESERCH FINDINGS

This research is based on information gathered in Bangkok during August October 2006, excluding the amount of time spent on extensive prior and subsequent
research. The researcher spent every weekend, both Saturdays and Sundays (10:00 16:00) with children at the foundation. She interviewed four boys who had formerly
lived on the streets. The researcher did direct interviews with the children, observed
them in their normal setting at the foundation while they were playing with their friends
and while they were doing an activity outside the foundation, and also obtained some
information from the foundation's staff, called "kru" (teacher) by the children (see
Appendix 1 for more information).

'

The researcher could not obtain 5 children as initially expected. Even though

...';•

there were a total of 8 street children in the open home, not all of them were available to

.~

interview. Two of them were older children (ages of 16 -17) who normally work at the
market or recycling factory near the foundation. She only met them and had a chance
to talk to them twice about general topics, but not the interview - after that, they could
not be reached again since they were out working. One in this group was too young, 6
years old, and it was very hard for him to pay attention to something for even 10
minutes. The last one was seemed to be perfect, in the right age range ( 14 years old),
but he was deaf so it was very hard to communicate with him. Hence, the final sample
size was 4 boys.
The names of the children quoted or described in this report have been changed
to protect their identity. In-depth interviews were conducted for each individual
together with House-Tree-Person (H-T-P) drawing test in some cases in order to gain

----- ---- - - -
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more personal information from them (see Appendix 2 for actual drawings by the
children). This study represents a start towards understanding the life experiences and
attitudes of the street children in our society.
As mentioned in chapter 3, the data collection was done in tandem with another
psychology student for safety reasons.

The researcher may be referred to in the

following findings either in the singular or plural, as a result.

Direct Observation and Participatmy Method at the Open Home
In order to let the children allow the researcher to be part of their activities, the
first part of this process was to change her presence as a stranger to be someone they
can trust and be willing to talk to. This process takes more time than any other process.

,,
I

I.

Since street children, as a result of the environment that they have faced, are very
closed and unwilling to trust other persons, since they are used to having been taken
advantage of an/or beaten by their closest persons (their parents), it is very hard for
them to build trust in any other person.
On the first day at the foundation, all the children seemed to know about the
researchers' existence but no one came close, just observed from their own space, and
tried to be around when the researchers talked to the teacher, but they did not take part
in any of the conversations at all. What was clearly shown while they were playing was
that they only play in a small group of 1-3 persons, street children normally stay
together with street children, and even playing alone is common here.

They play

football, catch fish in the small pond, invent their own toys from the materials around
them, but the library is rarely used. When asked if they have good time playing with
their friends, surprisingly most children's answers were, "No, he is not my friend, he is
a child in the foundation. ''
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When the children became more familiar with our existence there, we noticed
that they would come around and greet us back. The most important thing was to talk
to the children first, introduce ourselves after our first conversation with the children;
the younger ones, in particular, seemed to feel more comfortable with our presence and
asked us questions such as why we were there. One question that was asked was,
"Where do you come from?" That is, the question, "Where is your house?" was the
most common.
Trying to blend in with the children was easier with the smaller children under
age the age of I 0 (compared to the older group, over I 0 years old).

What the

researchers could see very obviously was the distance, or comfort zone, appeared to be
smaller for younger children - they let us get closer. They allowed us to play with
them, showed us the fish that they caught, answered general common questions, shared
stories, and did not move or walk away when approached.
These positive signs showed that the researchers had gained trust, but this was
only after three weeks. This occurred only after we had met them outside the open
home, joined them in the activity that was held by a third party outside, at the National
Stadium near Maboonkrong Center downtown.

The activity was organized for all

children, not only for street children, but there were no problem in putting all the
children together at all. The theme of the activity was very focused on Children, and
there were many small booths teaching children to do handy craft work, key chains,
toys, pottery, etc.
The children could join any booth they liked, and they were taught how to do
things.

There were some career guidance booths such as for news reporters and

deejays, where they were offered a chance to actually read the news, play and remix
songs, etc. From our observation, the children were very interested in deejay booth

'
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where they played loud music or were taught how to dance, but no one did join that
booth - only observed from a distance, even when invited to join in by the staff at the
booth. This was different from the other groups of children who participated and acted
without being asked. The teacher mentioned to us that this was very common for street
children, since they normally do not like to act out or express themselves in the public
much.
When the children saw us, they came in and greeted us first, called us by name
and showed us all the things that they had made during the activity. They offered us a
helping hand and told us about all the activities that they had joined that day. Overall
they were very happy, just like any of the other children who joined the activity that
day. When the researchers really started to communicate more with the children, the
response was more positive. At this point, the researcher decided to start the in-depth
interviews.

Individual Case Studies from In-depth Interviews

Case 1
Boy "I" was aged 15 and in grade 7. He has been with the foundation since
2000, a total of 6 years now. In general, he stated that he had no negative feelings
about living in the foundation and was not bored with the foundation environment, "I
like to stay here, the foundation gives me food, I can go to school and sometime do fun
activities." He normally helps the teacher do general household chores, cooking,
gardening and taking care of the younger ones (according to the teacher assigned). He
now has a clear objective for his life - he plans to finish his studies here and will go
further his study at a vocational school in Pattaya.

--· -~ --~---------
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"l'' is part of the second generation of a street family. He used to be a street

child in the Rangsit area with his mother and step-father. His mother is a prostitute,
working at night, sleeping during the day, and his alcoholic step-father did not work at
all. Both are addicted to amphetamines. "I'' has a twin brother, and both of them were
a major income source for the whole family. He and his brother would normally hang
out, beg for money in parking lots and buy food to bring home to serve his parents; the
rest of the money went to alcohol and drugs. The minimum that they needed to bring
home each day was 80 baht or else they would be beaten up by their step-father.
When asked about his family situation, he answered that they do not fight within
the family, and that they live together happily. However, this is in direct contrast to the
information that the teacher told us about "l " . "l " and his brother often got hit by their
step-father; their mother also knew about this but could not help, could not protect
them, so the same violence by their step-father continued to occur. This was noticed
during the interview as well: When asked about his former life and home situation, he
was silent and stunted compared to his responses to questions about his friends.
The turning point that forced them to leave home and become street children
also came from his step-father, when "l" was hit by a durian peel because they could
not get 80 baht that day (the durian fruit has a formidable thorn-covered husk). This
decision was easy for him, since he already knew how to survive on the street, where he
could find money. His relationship with his mother did not affect his decision much as
he appeared to have no bonding with his mother; this is understandable since his
mother, who should be the one person that could save him and his brother from his
step-father, the only person that he had put all his hope and trust into, disappointed him;
hence, staying or leaving did not matter. (According to the teacher, his mother did try
to him but also got beaten up by the step-father).
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''l'' has never gone back to visit his home and has never regretted that he made

the decision to run away. When asked what he would do if his friend comes to him for
advice about whether he should leave or stay at home, he answered clearly, "I would
have told him to come and live with me.''
"l" was reported by people in the area as being a beggar, which resulted in his
being here by a street teacher. At the time, he was a very skinny boy, wearing dirty
clothes, looking very depressed and his forehead was bleeding. He followed the teacher
since he needed to go to the hospital. After they sent him to the hospital, the teacher
brought him to stay at The Child Protection Foundation, Lad Phrao before his move
here.

When the researchers shared their experience about their practicum there, he

realized that the researchers really knew how the foundation was and he seemed to
become more open, and told more of his story.
His brother is not here with him - he is living at a boarding school in Lopburi.
When asked, "1" admitted that he missed his brother and the only time they can meet
each other is during school holidays, when the teacher will bring his brother back to
spend his vacation here. However, there was not much of a story about his brother to
share about. More information about his brother was told to the researchers by the
teacher, who mentioned that " I" used to love his brother very much when they were
brought here at first, but later on he became "addicted" to his friends and started to turn
away from his brother. not taking care of him at all after that.
During the school day, "I" goes to school as usual; on weekends he works at the
local market to earn some extra money which he keeps with the teacher and will
withdraw when needed. He has a good saving habit: one time he came back from work
at the market for which he got a total wage of 300 Baht, but he only kept 60 Baht for
himself, the rest he kept with the teacher. Before "I'' behavior's got better, he used to
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be a problem child within the foundation. He used to skip school, steal money and hang
out at the internet cafe to play online games. He did not do his school homework and
even treated his brother badly, never playing with him at all. He used to have a group of
friends who hung out, smoked, and sniffed glue together. Hanging out with friends was
everything to him then.
When asked about his friends, he feels most connected with a group of friends
he used to hang out with the most (in Pattaya), followed by his school classmate who he
plays football with, but he mentioned that he has no friends at the foundation. (He used
to study in Pattaya before but he was sent back here because of his behavior, smoking,
drinking, and stealing). When he was talking about his friends, his voice sounded more
lively, and he smiled and laughed often. "Friend'' in his meaning is someone he can
talk to, and share both good and bad stories with.
However, when he realized that his play time was up, he was quite old
compared to the other children in his class. The teacher at the foundation also told him
straightly that this was his last chance to study and that if he did not behave himself, no
one could help and give him a chance for this opportunity again; he needed to think
about his future now. "I'' started helping the teacher to take care of the household
chores and cooking; he stopped stealing and went to school regularly. Furthermore, he
is now interested in playing tennis with his school friends, turning to sports from online
gaming.
The other factor that might have brought him back and go to school more is
because he currently has a girlfriend at school. Since his age is 15, love and acceptance
from a girl might be playing more of a role in his life. He told us how they wrote love
letters to each other, how he is working to get money to buy her a present for her
coming birthday, "I asked her what she wanted for her birthday, she told that she ·
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needed a Doraemon doll and I will buy this for her." When talking about her, he seemed
to be very happy. When asked what situation made him the most upset, the answer was
about his girlfriend: one time his friends wrote a fake letter to his girlfriend, telling her
that he wanted to break up with her and she cried, which made him very upset. He also
mentioned that all of his girlfriends have been older than him. (The reason that he Iikes
older girls might be because of his Jack of Jove from his mother when he was young.)
When asked what he wanted most right now, again the answer was in contrast
with the previous question about his feeling about the open home, which was to move
out. He told us that he wanted to go live with his aunt at Pattaya. When asked if he
loved her the most, he said, "No, I just want to be there and get out to see my Pattaya
friends." He told the researchers that he loves his Pattaya friends the most since they
had a great time together, and that he even loves them more than his current girlfriend
at school.
Hence, it appears that his girlfriend still comes second to his Pattaya friends. His
most memorable, best moment was also one where he went out with his Pattaya friends
to Kanchanaburi, to a floating house where he had his birthday party celebration

,.
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together with his friends and his previous girlfriend and they had gotten drunk, smoked,
and danced until 3 o'clock in the morning. He also told stories about how they had a
fight together, how they had run away from the police together; all the stories were in
terms of having a good time with his friends and not in a regretful way.
When asked who else he wanted to live with him in Pattaya, he mentioned that
he would also like to bring his brother with him. When asked that if would like to take
his (birth) father to stay with him, and whether he missed him, his response was silence
and he came out with the answer that did not relate to the question at all, "My father
will buy me a car when he comes back from the fishing boat." When asked about his
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mother and did he miss her, "No" is the answer. It seems like he was thinking more
about the car he would get from his father and not his father himself.
He and his father once met when he lived in Pattaya. His father came and visited
him at school. He was excited, since that was the first time that they had met after 10
years. (His father had been in jail after he divorced with "l'''s mother). However,
when asked if he was very happy he said, "Yes, my father brings me money and new
clothes."
His opinion toward society was that he did not have negative feelings toward
society, did not think that any other person was out there to try to take advantage of
him, and he looks at this world in an optimistic way. "I think other people are good, I
do not think other people want to hurt me" was his answer when we asked about his
feelings toward people in society around him. To the question about winning the

I
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lottery, the first thing he would do is that he would buy a cell phone, clothes for
himself, give some out to his grandmother at Surin, and also give some to his brother.

•

This answer was not what the researchers expected, since there was no educational

•

purpose at all, just very materialistic.
His dream career is that he said that he would like to be a policeman, ''I want to
be a policeman, no reason, just like it." He might have gotten the idea because he used
to join in activities held by a police student, who regularly comes and helps the
foundations for a practicum. When asked if he knew what to study in order to actually
be one, he said, "I need to study hard."

He also planned that when he finished his

study here, he will further his studies in a vocational school in Pattaya as his friends do.
This clearly shows that a policeman might not be the career that he finally ends up with,
since he was not passionate enough to find out how to be one but has decided to go to
vocational school like his friends.
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Case 2
Boy "2", an only son, was aged 14 and in grade 8. He was staying with his
parents until they died, so his aunt took him to live with her. He stayed with his aunt
since 5 years old at Nakorn Rachasima. When he turned 10, his aunt brought him to
Bangkok, ''For studying purposes.'' The family that adopted him had a local food stall
located at the Nonthaburi market. According to the teacher, this family also had their
own a son but "2" ignored this and told us that, "They did not have any child, they
raised him as a son."
At first, this adoptive family was good to him but later they started to force him
to work, since they could not find any worker to work for them at that time. It was at
that time that he had problems with this family, "I had problems with my family, an
income problem," and, "I was forced to work, making coconut milk." So "2" felt very
upset about this. (Because he was forced to work, helping them at the market before he
went to school and more when he came back from school during weekdays).

For

weekends his working hours were even longer, sometimes he had to work late hours
until two o'clock in the morning. No matter how hard he worked, he was frequently
yelled at by his parent. "2'' even got hit sometimes because they thought he was too
lazy and did not work hard enough. He did not tell anyone that he was treated badly by
his family, "I hid all the facts and tried to forget by not talking about it." So this was his
reason for the question that if he could turn back time, would he still make the same
decision? "I had to leave anyway," he said.
He started living on the street when he was 13 (only three years after he was
adopted). The researchers asked what he was thinking while he made decision, "I
wanted to live a free live and I knew that I could not live at this house anymore; I had to
leave." He spent his life on the streets for around eight months: the first four months he
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stayed at Nonthaburi market and the last four months he stayed with one man, an
exorcist who Jet him stay with him at his house but "2" had to beg for money and give it
to the man in return.
However, when the researcher asked about his life on the streets, "2" did not tell
the entire story (his four months with the man). He only told the researchers that he
was on the street for four months, then came directly to the open home, although we
knew otherwise from the teacher. (His denying his last four months prior to the open
home was similar to the first question when he told us that the adoptive family had no
child of their own).
While he was at the market, he did some small jobs for the people at the market
such as peeling corn. He got about 30 to 40 Baht each day. He had some friends at the
market but none were street children; he normally spent his time alone. His life during
that time was okay for him but he did not like it very much, "It was not hard for me to
live alone at the market, but I felt lonely sometimes.'' He actually returned to his family
but they did not welcome him back, "You already decided to leave, so do not come
back," so he left again.
When asked why he went back home it was because he missed them. When
asked whether he got hurt by their response, he said, "I came back sincerely but I was
not hurt by that sentence because after all they are only my step-mother, step-father."
However, he still wanted to go back if he had the money (to the question that if he had
money, what would he want to do?).

(This might be because he wanted them to

recognize him as a successful boy, to show them that he got all this without their help).
The first place that he used to hang out was at Nonthaburi market, in his familiar
area of the food stalls. After four months he met a man. an exorcist, who invited ''2" to
stay with him, which he decided to do. During that time. he had to go out and beg for

.
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money; at the end of the day, he needed to hand in all the money that he got in
exchange for food. The rest of the money ended up for that man's personal drinks and
cigarettes.

He stayed with this person for about four months, and after "2'' felt that he

now knew how to find money for himself and that it was not fair to get only some food
in return, he decided to leave that house and went back to Nonthaburi market where he
used to hang out.
The foundation got a telephone call about him from one the persons who lived at
the Nonthaburi market, so the teacher went out to pick him up. "2" had just come into
this open home (three months ago). He had his own conditions and proposed them to
the teacher: If they really wanted him to stay here, he said, "I want to study and do not
want to be sent back." Only on this condition would he stay. When asked what he liked
the most at the open home, he said, "I like it here because it is fun, I had a chance to do
a lot of activities, the foundation took me out for a trip." The researcher was surprised
that he did not say anything about education as this was what he first asked the
foundation for.
He seemed to be very happy living here, and being at the foundation was his
very good memorable experience: "Like being re-born," he said. Even in comparison
to his home at the market when he had gotten more pocket money for school (30 Baht
per day, compared to l 0 Baht per day now), lived in a better house, and had much more
food to eat; but, he still prefers to stay here. His current life here is better than his life at
the Nonthaburi market - he has food, clothes and a chance to go to school. When asked
how long he planned to be here, he answered, "I will be here as Jong as they allow me
to." So the researchers asked more about this question, for instance, if he already had a
job, would he still want to stay, and the answer was the same, "Yes.''
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The thing that he mentioned that he did not like was the other children in the
foundation, "I do not like when others call me nut (studying too much)." We also asked
what he did when the older children make fun of him, he said that he never does
anything nor tells the teacher about it. Again, this was contrasted with what we found
when we were there: there was a time that we were talking to the teacher, when "2"
came around and told the teacher that the older children make fun of him and took his
belongings.
When asked whether he missed his friend at the market, his step-father or stepmother, he answered ''No" to all the questions. When he has a problem, the teacher will
be the first person that he will turn to. He has no close friends. He does not see his
friend at the market anymore.

When asked who he thinks loves him the most, he

answered that it was the man that he knew from the market, the one that called the
foundation and gave him a chance to be here (at the foundation). When asked whom he
loves the most, the answer was his real parent and he admitted that he missed them
sometimes.
He mentioned to us once that he liked to read "Romance of Three Kingdoms."
However this information was hard to believe, since the book itself is too difficult for
any child who is 14, plus we knew that he had a very low GPA and we never saw him
read any book while we were there. Catching fish and swimming were two activities
that we saw he spent most of his time with. Based on this, the researchers found it very
hard to believe what he said to us.
After we had a chance to talk with the teacher at the foundation, we found out
that "2'' also had negative behaviors that were similar to other children such as
smoking, stealing, and online game addition. When asked about his smoking behavior,
he said that he had quit already. He smoked because his friend at the market told him to.

·---·- ..--·---
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What the researchers noticed was that while he answered this question, his reaction, "'I
already quitted" was the first sentence he said after listening to the question. This type
of fast, automatic response normally occurred when we asked "negative'' questions such
as had he ever skipped school, how was his GPA, etc.
In general, the teacher at the open home also mentioned that "'2" is still very
childish compared to the other children at his age, has a lack ofresponsibility, could not
take care of his personal belongings, only does things when ordered to, and has no
willingness to help with household activities. However, these behaviors are considered
common behaviors among newcomers and normally changes after they stay with the
open home for some time.
When asked about his future, he said he would like to finish his education, grade
12, first before looking for a job. When asked about his dream career, he answered
directly, "I want to be programmer.'' When asked about the reason why, he answered, "I
think it's easy and I am good at English," which may not be really relevant at all. He
might have this idea only because he is addicted to online gamming. He had no plans
for his own future, only thinking on a day-to-day basis. This was evident in how he
manages his pocket money: He never brings money back from school to save with the
teacher as the other children do; he spends it all everyday.
When asked what would he do with the money if he won a lottery, he said he
would try to go back to see his step-parents. For the money, half of it he will give out to
the foundation and the rest of the money he will keep in the bank. The answer was only
possible for the first half, going back to see his family, since he might want to show
them that he could make a living without their help, but the second part was hard to
believe since he has never demonstrated a saving habit yet.

-
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When asked about his attitude toward society, he thought that others looked at
him as normal; he did not think that he was different from others.

However, the

researchers believed that, deep down, he had negative feelings about society as a whole.
He would not recommend anyone to live on the street and he mentioned that, "Living in
the street was full of danger; you can be cheated, be sold, taken advantage of." When
asked if he been through all those situations himself, he said, "No" and told us that he
read all that in the newspaper. He did not tell that he used to be taken advantage of by
an adult while on the streets before. "Some part of the society was not fair, like when I
was at the market selling things there were some people who cheated doing commercial
things," he said.
At first the researchers were very impressed with all his actions, as he normally
takes care of the other children and helps the teacher do things around the house. He
knew how to create toys from things in the surroundings, and was not depressed.
However, this researcher feels that all the actions that were shown were not really
himself, not his true actions. He would normally come around when the researchers
were interviewing others and tell them to speak politely and use very good wording. He
would not tell about any bad things that happened to him but only in the form of a
projective, such as, "I read from the paper that street children are normally used by
adult, abused," which was actually his life when he used to live on the street.
When asked about his grades at school, he said, "I am good at studying, but I do
not know the grade yet since the result has still not come out yet.'' This answer was
contrary to information from his teacher that his GPA did not reach 2.0. He also told us
that he never skipped school but he actually skipped school for online gamming many
times according the teacher.

---~----

...

62
Furthermore, during our visits to the open home, we noticed that he nonnally
looks for a chance to avoid doing assigned household chores. He was very smart in
avoiding this, since he knew that we wanted to interview the residents, so he came
around during those times for us to interview or would sit with the other child that we
were interviewing. By the time we finished the interview, all other children had already
finish doing the household chores so he went back directly for a snack. This happened
twice.
When analyzing everything together, we had a lot of situations that made us
believe that he had tendency to "fake good," since he was afraid to be thrown away
from the open home as if that happened, he might have to live on the street again.
However, this was not a definite conclusion since he had only been admitted about
three months earlier so he had no idea to move out yet. This might be because right now
he had no one in his life to look forward to. His parent, whom he loved the most, had
already passed away. He did not have a good feeling toward his previous family, and
had had a hard time on the street, being used by an adult during that time.
At first we tried to give him a drawing test - the Kinetic Family Drawing
(KFD). However, what we found out was that he had trouble drawing a "Family." The
researcher realized that these children normally had had bad family experiences, and
minimal family bonding, so the test was changed to House-Tree-Person (HTP).

Additional information from the House-Tree-Person Test (H-T-P).
"2" started his picture at the upper left corner, began with a boy first, followed
by a girl, house, trees and surroundings. This was done on the same sheet of paper
which was not according to the manual exactly however, from the picture of each item,
especially his story about the picture, we had interesting findings.

----- -----
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He started his first drawing in the upper left corner; the line he made was very
thin and light. Each item was drawn from short lines connected together. He dragged
small lines together in order to make a single line and erased often. For the person
figure, he spent most of the time decorating on the hair. When he finished drawing the
boy, he started to draw a girl next to him, followed by a house, a car. and then a tree and
surrounding items such as a small pool and bench.
When he described the picture that he had drawn, the boy in the picture's name
is "Kra," meaning brave, aged 11-12. The girl "Cherry,'' aged 7-8 which he had drawn
next to this boy was his sister, and they were living together in their own one-storey
house, with two bedrooms and one bathroom. "Kra" also owned a car that was parked
next to the house.

Their parents had passed away.

Behind the house was a set of

swings where they spent their free time and a small pool with a lot of fishes. Normally
"Kra'' and his sister spent time cleaning the house together. Right now ''Cherry" was
about to go to he market, "Kra" was waiting at home, cleaning, cooking and preparing
all the food before his sister came back. "Kra'' liked to do gardening in his garden.

Case 3
Boy "3 '' was aged 12, studied in grade 2 - the usual age to study at grade 2 is 6
or 7, so he was considered to be slow for his age. He was failed to pass to another
grade, now he restudy age grade 7 for a second time. "I am not good at studying, I
could not catch up with others because I had to move often," he said. "3" was brought
into the foundation by a social worker who found him wandering on the street. "I ran
away from home because my parents made me work,,. he said. So we asked what did
they want you to do, and the answer was simple household chores, such as sweeping,
mopping the floor, cleaning clothes, and washing the dishes.

·-
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When asked about his brothers/sisters, he said that he was the second child but
said, "I don't know'' to the question about how many brothers and/or sisters he had.
The researcher tried to throw in possible numbers but he still came up with the answer,
"I don't know." Finally he said, " You go ask the teacher, she knows" - it was then that

we realized that he did not want to talk about his brothers/sisters and thus had answered,

"I don't know" in order to avoid answering the question.
The teacher told us that "3"used to live with his father and step-mother around
the Hua Lumpong area in a very small rented room of about 3x4 meters with a shared
bathroom. His parents were both still very young, divorced but living in the same place
(different rooms), and so were his grandparents. His neighborhood was full of teenaged
gangs. "3" had one younger brother whom his father loved more than him and had
shown this to him clearly. His father is an alcoholic, very aggressive and he got angry
easily; he used to hit and kick "3" whenever he got drunk, but of course not to his
brother.
His brother normally got better food and better treatment than "3." Hence, his
relationship with his brother was not good, and he would treat his brother badly and
make him cry whenever he could. He also mentioned that his brother treated him badly
also, "He used to throw things at me while I was asleep." The researches asked him
whether that was why he did not tell his father about it, "If I told, I will get hit" because
his brother would say to his father that "3" was the one who started the fight and hit him
first.
He also mentioned that his brother had had a broken leg from a motorcycle
crash but was still able to walk. We asked him to tell us more about this brother; he
told us that this person was fat. an office worker, and held a doctoral degree. However,
according to the teacher, he has no elder brother at all.
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Leaving by himself was not hard for him, since he had already experienced the
same situation while living with his father: Normally, he would leave home at about 10
o'clock in the morning and go out begging to earn money since no one gave him any.
When he turned to his father, he was told to ask his mother for money and vice versa, so
he decided to find money for himself. Sometimes he went to see his grandparents who
also lived in the same area for a meal.
"3" was also addicted to on line games, so whatever amount of money he got he
normally spent at an internet cafe, "Pang Ya; golf game" was his favorite. When he
told us about his favorite game, he could explain it better with more details, for
instance, what his favorite character wearing and the special ability of that character. He
usually spent his time at the internet cafe near Hua Lumpong (Train Station) or
Yaowaraj (China Town) until 10 o'clock at night to go home. A snooker club was the
other place that he liked to spend his time at. No one bothered him as to whether he
went to school or not, so the internet cafe was his regular place to stay. He was only
addicted to online games and not smoking, drinking, nor glue sniffing.
I

He decided to move out because his clothes were thrown away by his father into
the canal near his home, and he had also been yelled at and told to move out. This
made him even more upset when he was told by them to leave the house, so he did
leave. The researchers asked whether he left because he felt that his brother was always
seen as right and never got hit by his father, he did not answer directly but said, "Bored,
lonely, nothing to do."
First, he used to hang out around his home, at the Hua Lumpong Train station,
until he found his new street friends and they all decided to move to. new area, the
Jatujak market, where he was found and brought here by a social worker. ''3'' has been
at the open home less than one year. His teacher at the open home used to try to bring
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him back home to visit his father, to tell him that "3" was now staying at the open home
and to get his birth certificate.
When they were on the way to his home, "3" started acting differently.

In

particular, not talking to the teacher at all, and when asked whether he was scared of his
father or not, or whether he had ever beaten him up, "3'' refused to answer and said that
his father never hit him. This contradicts the facts that the teacher found out from
people in the area and from his father himself, who admitted that he hit him
often(without any guilt). When they actually met each other, his father showed no sign
of happiness at all. He showed no interest in "3," and only asked where the foundation
was and mentioned that he might stop by to visit but never did visit "3 '' at all.
In general, "3" was a very quiet, shy child, never looking at anyone straight in
the eye even during his interview. He had a short attention span and never greeted or
"wai-ed" anyone, including the teacher.

However, "3'' normally tried to get the

attention of the teacher by doing things that called out for the teacher's attention, such
as walking away from the group to be alone, making up stories that he was sick, being
cranky while doing group activities - in fact, anything that could gain attention from the
teacher.
During the interview, we found this out ourselves also, because when we asked
questions to him directly, he would not answer but when we turned to the other
children, he would start talking, answering our question, or complaining about his legs
that had been hurt during camping. However his attention-seeking behavior was better
now than it had been when compared to when he first came into the open home, as
mentioned by the teacher.
"3" had some adjustment problems at school because he was over-aged
compared to the other grade 2 students in his class.

This was considered to be a
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common problem to children at the open home, especially the ones that needed to study
with smaller children. He felt awkward at school and did not want to go to school,
which directly affected his studying. The teacher at the open home needed to work very
closely with the teacher at his school, trying to make "3" feel like he is a hero of the
class, the one that can help with taking care of other (smaller) children.
When asked whether he liked being at the foundation, he shook his head and
said," Sad."

The researchers asked him to elaborate on the word "Sad" and he

answered again with, ''I don't know." So, we changed the question to why did you
decide to stay here? Again, he said, "I don't know." He used to run away from the
open home in the beginning so the teacher needed to go out and bring him back; now he
was getting better at not running away but he still finds the chance to get out
sometimes. What the teacher did was to let him hang out for a night or two so he felt
better before going out to his familiar area and bringing him back, as he would go stay
at the same area every time.
Finally, we asked whether he was bored being here and he said, "[I am] bored,
never have a chance to visit home." He said that he already told this to the teacher and
she promised to bring him to visit his home. The researchers asked the teacher about
this and found out that the teacher used to bring him back home but nobody wanted
him, so the teacher needed to tell him this directly so he understood his situation.
The researchers asked why he wanted to go back, did he miss his parent, and
whether he wanted to stay home: he said, "I can not go back now, my parent wants me
to be here to study." When asked whether he liked to study, he said, "Sometimes the
bus was too crowed (when he took the bus to go to school).''

We came back to the

same question later about whom he misses and loves the most, and his answer was that
he missed his family and loves his parent.
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The researcher asked what "3'' would like to do after he finishes his studying; he
said he will help his mother at work. When asked what she does, he did not answer but
only said, "I did not see my mother for long, only see my new mother (step-mother)."
When we asked about his step-mother he said, "I do not like her, I only like my old
mother (real mother)." When asked what his step-mother did that made him dislike her,
he said, "I hate new mother." We asked whether he got hit by her, he admitted that she
did but his father hit him harder. "When I was young, if I could not do the homework,
my mother would punch me, knock my head into the mirror, and my head was broken."
When asked why he did not want to stay here, he said he was persecuted by
older children at the foundation but he did not tell us the details. He mentioned that
staying here at the open home was not comfortable, "I was thinking of running away
from here with my friend but was too lazy to actually do it." The researcher asked why
he felt that way since the open home already provided a lot of activities for him, he had
a chance to study and to eat proper food. He mentioned, "I had it better at home." He
also mentioned about playing games: here he needed to line up in order to play games
and each child only got a few minutes to play. We asked whether other children would
like to run away with him, and he admitted, "Many of them."
He wanted to be a sailor - in order to be one he thought that he needs to study
hard. He wanted to be a sailor because he used to visit a Royal Thai Army battle
cruiser, where he was very impressed with all the equipment, guns, and airplanes, so he
would like to work on that cruiser. When asked what he wants most right now, his first
answer was a girl's name then he changed his mind quickly and said, "I don't want
anything.''
The researcher asked further about his girlfriend; finally he called her over and
introduced her to us. The reason that he liked this girl was because she is fair and pretty
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and she also takes good care of him; she cares about him. He also took care of her
when they were on the bus to a camping trip together. While she was here with us, "3"
seemed to be very happy and more talkative.

The teacher at the foundation also

mentioned that he was very into his girlfriend right now and the teacher will need to
watch them very closely.
We asked if he has a chance to go back home, would he like to take his
girlfriend with him, and would he miss her? He answered that he would not miss her
and that he could not come back to visit her, as he can not run away from home
anymore.

Additional informationfrom the House-Tree-Person Test (H-T-P) .
•

Picture 1: House.

The house size was large compared to the trees next to it. It had a high roof and
was a one-storey house placed toward the left hand side of the paper.

The pencil

pressure was hard and stable, but the line quality was poor, with disconnected lines. He
had drawn a decoration on the roof, wall and the windows. He also had drawn the sun
in the sky with birds, which flew individually. There were two trees on the right hand
side of the house; both trees had fruit.
The general atmosphere of the picture showed a need for warmth, as indicated
by the sun and smoke above the chimney.

He has his own fantasy world and is

withdrawn form interpersonal contact indicated by his decoration of the roof and
window that was drawn on the roof. The birds that he drew indicate independence and
his current feeling of loneliness, as each bird flies on its own. The door of the house
was drawn high on the wall above the base line, with no access to it and the door knob
was small. showing privacy, inaccessibility in tenns of establishing relationships, or
else being psychologically available to another only if on his own terms and conditions.
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The windows showed his guardedness and suspiciousness against possible harm by the
environment. However, he was very in touch with reality, he drew the house using the
paper as his base line.
He described that the house in the picture was a one-storey house with two
rooms (he did not mention what kind of rooms they were), with walls made of cement
and a roof made of rusted aluminum. He would like to own a house, but it needs to be
bigger than the house that he drew. The weakest part of the house was the wall, and
there was no strongest part.
When asked who lived in this house, he answered, "Everyone," then he
elaborated on this by including his grandparent, his brother and, later on, his parent
also. When asked further about the house in term of emotions, how would the house
feel? He answered that the house would feel fussy because there are a lot of ants and
smelly street dogs surrounding the area.

The area that he would like to improve

concerned the windows - he would like to add curtains and an ornament into it.
The way that he described his house picture also indicated a need for protection,
his feeling of insecurity and reluctance to make contact with environment, fearfulness
of intrusion, and attempt to hide from the outside as he would like to put curtains and
ornaments into window area. General indicators included his feeling of fussiness, a
bad home environment where his house was located, also his love and longing for the
whole family, including his grandparent and parents.
•

Picture 2: Tree.

This Picture also indicated a need for warmth as evidenced by the sun and for
individual freedom, as each of his birds flew independently. The position was on the
left hand side of the paper, showing impulsive behaviors, seeking of immediate
emotional satisfaction and over-concern with self and his past experience. The tree also

-.
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started from the bottom of the paper, showing satisfaction in reality and a concrete
approach to life; also, a mild level of depression. Little contact with environment was
shown via having very few branches of the tree with aggression, as seen in the sharp
point of the leaves.
For the tree, he mentioned that it was a strong coconut tree, the strongest part
being the trunk. No one needed to take care of this tree, it grows by itself by the rain.
Some of the leaves were already dead because of lack of water. There were other trees
surrounding it but different kinds of trees, like watermelon and mango - all were fruit
trees. He said he needed to take good care of the tree, so the trunk will stay alive. This
clearly indicates his experience of needing to manage his own life alone on the street.
Food and nurturance were required in his life.
•

Picture 3: Person.

Short strokes are said to indicate impulsive behavior and excitation; he used
these throughout body figure.

Anxiety and conflict was also shown though his

discontinuous lines. Placement in the upper left comer indicates regressive tendencies,
feelings of insecurity and hesitancy, and withdrawal. Excessive erasure over the head
of the figure indicates uncertainty, conflict, being filled with indecisiveness and
restlessness, dissatisfaction with the self or anxiety/conflict, and sexual preoccupation
compensating for feelings of inadequacy.
The mouth of the person was emphasized, indicating a possible regression
orientation. The neck was omitted, which suggests impulsivity. The arms he drew
reflect little contact with the environment and interpersonal relations. The hands were
small, indicating insecurity and helplessness, with clenched fingers suggesting
aggression and rebelliousness.

The legs were considered as short compared to the

trunk, indicating feelings of immobility and constriction. Finally, the large feet are
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associated with strong security needs and possible sexual factors by an emphasis on feet
indicating feelings of sexual inadequacy.
The first figure he drew was a man, an office worker at Honda Automobile Co.,
Ltd, aged around 30-40 years. This was a very strong man; the weakest part was his
legs. He thinks that everybody likes this man because this man took his brother out for
shopping. The bad habit of this man was drinking. If he wants to please this man, he
would need to work very hard to bring him money. He will made this man upset if he
steals his belongings. During his free time, the man in the picture was interested in
Thai amulets. The picture of the man was at his own wedding, wearing wedding attire.
When asked what the picture reminds him of, he said his parent. When asked if he
would like to be like this man, "3" did not answer.

Case 4
Boy "4'' is 12 years old and studies in grade 4. He showed his curiosity about
how the tape recorder worked, how his voice could get into the recorder, how we could
listen to his voice, which none of the children had asked us before. He was adopted by
an old garbage man whom he called "Grandfather'' who also lived on the streets in the
Taksin area. He spent his childhood with his grandfather. "4" was a very polite boy: he
pays respect by "wai-ing" and greeting everyone in the community so he was quite
popular in the area. He is a very generous child; the teacher mentioned that he always
offered his snack to the teacher which was not common with the other children.
"4'' and his grandfather normally slept in a box made from recycled wood from
the cargo in that area. He was very lucky that his grandfather could manage to get him
into school. His life was bonded with the community since he was young, and the
school teacher normally brought him some milk from school.

When the teacher at
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school found out that "4'' seldom takes a shower, he gave his grandfather money to buy
necessary things like soap, a toothbrush, toothpaste and allowed him to take a bath at
school also. His childhood memories were filled up with this grandfather and people he
knew in the community. Even though he had no idea about who his real parents are at
all, he was still happy with his grandfather.
When he woke up one day and found out that his grandfather had died, he was
shocked and did not know what to do so he called the ambulance to pick up his
grandfather's body and went straight to the Karaoke bar, where a lady whom he called
"Mom" lived. After his grandfather passed away, his 'Mom" and the people in the
community decided that he needed someone to take care of him from now on. So, they
finally made a call to the foundation to pick him up, and his life on the streets ended
that day.
Since "4" had a very good community that took care of him before, living at the
open home was very hard for him at first. He used to sneak out to visit people in his
community but would finally come back to open home. For "4," he took a longer time
to adjust, compared to other children since he was very attached to his previous
community where he lived. The teachers needed to be very patient with him, and they
did not force them to stay there nor to go to school.
In the beginning, the teacher took him everywhere, for example, when he drove
the others to school, joined in activities with other foundations, and picked them up
after school. Finally, when "4" got used to the other children at the open home, the
teacher told him that he will have a lot of friends at school, he will have a chance to do
a Jot of activities, and that now he was ready to go to school.

When he made his

decision to go to school, he actually asked the teacher, "How long can I be here, until
what age. the foundation will offer his education until what grade?" He would like to
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stay and study here until he will be able to get a job and work for himself. He has no
behavioral problems at all, both at the open home and at his school.
However, that was his previous idea when he was first admitted into the open
home. During our interview, he told us that he would like to finish his studies here until
grade 6 and then he wants to move out and continue his education at his previous school
in the Taksin area. Then he finished the sentence, "I don't know whether I will have a
chance to go back.'' When the researchers asked what made him think like that, he said,
" It's only a short ride by car'' so we assumed that he did not want to answer the
question. He told us that he got the telephone number of the Principal of his previous
school, so he can call him and asked for exact directions.
When asked about his future career and what he would like to be, he said he did
not know. He was thinking about when he could get out of the foundation to study at
the school in his familiar community. Friends and people in the community were the
reason that he would like to go back. He had a lot of friends out there : "Many more than
here, as a gang."

He was looking forward to special events such as mother's day and

father's day when his aunt, the lady who owned the karaoke bar, would come for a visit.
"4" used to spend most of his time at the karaoke bar, he liked to sing and play with all
the people who worked there.
Beside karaoke, he normally rode his bicycle around with street puppies in that
area. He managed to make his bicycle from the old broken bicycles he found from the
garbage and he learned how to fix it. The Internet cafe for online gaming was near his
school, and the snooker club was a favorite place also - he spent most of his money
there. "I also paid for my friend," he said when we asked who he played-with. He
knew this boy through his grandfather and this boy used to bring him to hospital when
he was injured. So we mentioned that he should be loved by his friend since he paid for

:---
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his online gaming habit but he thought that his friend did not love him. "'4" had a
girlfriend here as well, and he told the researcher how he tried to be with her, followed
her everywhere at first until she accepted him as a boyfriend; like other children, he felt
good when he felt love and acceptance from others.
"4" felt bored at the open home and he mentioned that he would like to runaway
also but it was harder for him since he had no birth certificate. We asked how he will
manage to runaway from open home he said, "I need to check when teachers have to go
out somewhere for sometime''; "I will sneak out when teacher take us out for a trip.''
"4" was with us when the racing gang came to lead activities that day. He paid
much attention to each car and mentioned that he would like to own this kind of car.
The researcher asked further want he wanted the most right now and he said, "I want a
tank and artillery, so I can smash down other people houses.''

Additional information from the House-Tree-Person Test (H-T-P).
•

Picture 1: House

The size of the house was very large compared to the tree next to it, the height
of the house was higher than one would expect for a one-storey house. The house was
drawn without any base line, using the edge of paper itself to be baseline. The line
quality of the picture was very poor, disconnected, with scattered lines on every item
except the cloud and tree leaves.
From the house that he drew, this show signs of insecurity, weak bonding with
family, and lack of warmth. The wall of the house reflects a possible disintegration of
personality.

There was a tiny door, indicating reluctance to make contact with his

environment and with other people, fearfulness of intrusions from outside, guardedness
and suspiciousness; this was also indicated through his drawing of "crossed'' windows.
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The house had only one level, drawn at the paper's edge as a ground line, which
indicates that this child looks at the world realistically.
•

Picture 2: Tree.

Similar to the house, the tree size was very big compared to the paper space.
The tree was standing alone, with no other trees around. The line quality was poor,
only the fruit on the tree showed strong quality lines. There were too many erased
marks in the middle of the tree trunk. A big hole was drawn in the middle of the trunk
and no branches were drawn at all. The tree had no root and started from the edge of
the paper like the house.
The tree indicates the relationship "3" has with his environment.

The tree

having no branches means that the child shows little contact with the people around
him. Drawing from the bottom of the page with no roots indicates insecurity, seeking
satisfaction in reality, a mild depression, insecurity and a poor relationship with past
issues. This also reflects feelings of insecurity and inadequacy. The child's desire for
food/nurturance may be what is shown by the abundance of fruit on the tree. The big
hole drawn in the middle of the trunk shows the traumatic experience he had in the
middle of his lifespan.
•

Picture 3: Person.

The person drawn was of the opposite sex, a girl. The pencil pressure was
harder than the first two pictures, although the line quality was poor, discontinuous and
had short strokes as in the first two pictures. The increased pencil pressure shows that
he was more interested in this picture, compared to the first two pictures. Placement
was in the upper left hand corner and the figure was considered to be small in
comparison to the paper space.
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From the figure he drew, "4" seems to pay more attention to the opposite sex in
terms of love and belonging needs. His paper placement indicates feelings of insecurity
and hesitancy. The figure had an
sexual

preoccupation.

The

over~emphasis

on hair on the head, which indicates

eyes were strongly reinforced,

suspiciousness as well as socially outgoing tendencies.

which

indicates

The nose was emphasized,

which indicates sexual impotence and aggressive tendencies. The ears were omitted,
which indicates no concern about social criticism.

The chin was overemphasized,

which suggests aggressive, dominating tendencies.

The neck was omitted, which

suggests impulsively.

Aggressiveness and rebelliousness were shown by clenched,

sharp fingers. The figure's legs were short, which indicates a feeling of immobility.

Findings Across Cases
•

Broken home situation
All the children had a bad experience at home. Divorce, living with a relative,

or being raised by other people who were not relatives was common. Family dynamics
included ignoring, abandonment, psychological abuse, physical abuse, and being forced
to work for themselves and sometimes for the whole family.

Online gaming was a

common activity used to escape from reality at home. They need to take care of
themselves since no one can help them when problem occurs, as there is no one to turn
to.
•

Poverty and lack of schooling
They did not go to school properly because of lack of financial resources to

support them. The children can be considered to be in a lower socioeconomic class
where education comes second to daily survival and income for living expenses.
Absences and skipped classes were common, and parents did not force them to go to
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school, so they spent their time on the streets working or at the internet cafe, gaming. A
low GPA was the outcome of absenteeism, which made not to show up in class more
often.
•

Disassociated from other people and relationship problems
The children seemed to stick to their own group of friends: street children with

street children. Playing alone was also very common. When asked to join in an activity
with somebody that they did not know, such as outside activities, they would only
observe and not participate. However, when asked, they would not call their friends
whom they play with at the foundation as "friends,'' just the other children at the
foundation and not close friends at all.
•

Have trouble with keeping attention on tasks or play activities
The street children were easily distracted. They often did not seem to listen

when spoken to directly, or sometimes did not pay attention to the question at all. They
could not do things that required a lot of time; an interview normally had to take more
than one session. Follow the instruction of the drawing test were a problem for them
also, with more details and instructions needed before they could draw a picture and it
was even harder for them to tell a story about the pictures they drew.
•

Avoidance
Whenever they were faced with a question about their previous life on the

streets or their family situation, they avoid answering the question directly. They would
simply say that they do not know or would change the topic of discussion as a normal
practice. Some of them even told the researchers to find out that information from other
persons (teacher) directly and not from them.

79

•

Inferiority feeling (low self-esteem)
They felt inferior when the school treated them different than other children, by

separating them during line up for the National Anthem in the morning (now the school
has canceled this practice). Further, when they study in classroom, they normally are
the oldest of all the children because of their missing of school at an early age. They
also felt inferior at the open home also, not because of the foundation treated them
differently, but other children at the foundation made fun of them sometimes.
•

High need for love and belonging
There was a high need for acceptance among the people they considered to be

friends - people they feel good with were very important to them. For this age group,
opposite sex friends played a more important role so they looked for love and care from
their girlfriends and would also try to please their gir'lfriends as much as they could.
Each of the children had girlfriends either from their school or within the foundation,
having more than one girlfriends was common.
•

Attention seeking
They felt that they are different from other children. They acted out in various

ways such as by playing aggressively at school, making up stories about themselves,
and trying to be very polite and overly good so others will look at them in a positive
way- these techniques were used in order to gain attention from others. They also tried
to gain attention during the interview by telling more stories when they found the
researcher turning her attention to other children.
•

Compulsive lying
The children did not admit that they had bad experiences, such as being made to

suffer or having been abused by their parent.

They told only good things about

themselves, answering the questions in a way that they thought was expected. The
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children tried to show us that they were very good and polite boys. Street children were
smart enough to know what kind of answer will make them look good since they need
to use these as their protective strategy while living on the street.
•

Day-to-day basis of thinking
Their future life and career was not clear in their minds. When asked about their

dream career, they could answer what they would like to be but they did not seem to
have any idea of how to actually be one. Saving money for the future was not a habit;
almost all of them spend money at the internet cafe or for snacks at school. Even if
they have money, educational expenses were not their major priority and they would
spend lottery money for mobile phones, clothes etc.
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CHAPTER 5
DISCUSSION

The findings that the researcher found were slightly different when compared to
previous research of street children made in the United States and United Kingdom.

Age Group
The age of street children who participated in this study were slightly younger
than street children in the United States and United Kingdom. The children came out to
live on the streets from under 10 years of age, compared to the Western average of 16.
This might be because of differences in social welfare and economic factors of the
countries.

Categories of Street Children
The street children in this study can be categorized as throwaway children. The
children had been told to leave the household either directly or indirectly.

Their

caretakers refused to allow the children back, made no effort to recover the children,
and did not care whether the children returned or not. Most of the children had been
abandoned at home, being victims of parental or caretaker neglect.

Factors that Forced the Children to Leave
Similar factors forced the children to leave home: arguments, conflict, poor
relations and boundary issues within the family, and violence towards the children. The
children felt rejected by their family. Families splitting up, a broken home situation,
and economic problems within the family were common. As a result, the children had
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behavioral problems, failed to attend school regularly, and were addicted to online
gaming and/or drugs in their search for outside pleasure.

Additional Findings
Upon reviewing the main clusters found across the cases, three major groups of
symptoms emerged that suggest that the street children are at risk of three possible
mental disorder diagnoses: Posttraumatic Stress Disorder, Childhood Depression, and
Reactive Attachment Disorder. A qualified mental health professional would have to
make such a determination; these additional findings merely suggest that these
conditions may need to be considered in designing interventions to use with this
population.
•

Posttraumatic Stress Disorder.

Posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) is a psychological consequence of
exposure to, or confrontation with, stressful experiences that the person experiences as
highly traumatic. The experiences that the children had faced involved witnessing the
sudden death of a loved one, intense fear, and physical or psychological injury from
their caregiver.

These events can cause a number of changes in the children's

psychological health, including decreased self-esteem, loss of sustained beliefs about
people or society, hopelessness, a sense of being permanently damaged, and difficulties
in previously established relationships (American Psychiatric Association, 1994).
The type of PTSD that children face can be categorized as persistent avoidance
(March, Amaya-Jackson, Terry, & Costanzo, 1997): this avoidance refers to the
children's efforts to avoid trauma-related thoughts or feelings and activities or situations
that may trigger memories of the trauma. For these children, it was clearly indicated
that they were fearful of strangers, avoided thoughts or conversations that were

---
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associated with their past home experience. They detached themselves from other
people, had a restricted range of feelings, were shy, and their day-to-day mindset
showed very minimal vision for their futures.
According to Osofsky (1995), reactions to trauma vary according to age.
Children 6 to 11 years old may show extreme withdrawal, disruptive behavior, and/or
an inability to pay attention. Regressive behaviors, refusal to attend school, outbursts of
anger and fighting are also common. Also, the child may complain of stomachaches or
other bodily symptoms that have no medical basis. Schoolwork often suffers.
Depression, anxiety, feelings of guilt and emotional numbing (or " flatness'') is often
present as well.
•

Childhood Depression.

Research has demonstrated that PTSD after exposure to a variety of traumatic
events (e.g. family violence and child abuse) is often accompanied by depression
(Pfefferbaum, Nawaz, & Kearns, 1999). Depression is one of the leading causes of
poor school performance in children. It is also associated with many other difficulties
including learning problems. This was shown in that the participants were not able to
follow the instructions during interview; acted out in school to call for attention;
skipped classes for online gaming, drug and/or alcohol abuse; played violently at the
open home; had low self-esteem or feelings of worthlessness as shown when they
talked about their feelings of being a foundation child compared to their classmates; and
how they did not want to be associated or identified with other children at the
foundation.
Depression can arise from a combination of early developmental experiences
and exposure to stresses. How children respond to different stressors is different
depending on the child's personality and situation (Hazell, 2002). When we compare

84
"4," who came from a better community than the rest of the children, he seemed to have
less depression, was able to enjoy himself in the same environmental setting, was
generous, and more able to open up to others. Most of the other children become silent
and do not open up when something is wrong or is bothering them, as the researcher
often received silence as a response during the interviews.
According to Beck's (1967) cognitive theory, thinking negatively greatly affects
the likelihood of developing depression and maintaining it during stressful events in a
person's life. Individuals who think negatively are more vulnerable towards depression
because they perceive the environment, their future, and themselves in a negative,
depressive context. This negative way of thinking can guide a child's perception,
interpretation, and memory of personally-relevant experiences, thereby resulting in a
negatively biased construal of their personal world and, ultimately, the development of
depressive symptoms.
Stressors in everyday life take place and affect a child's emotional state.
Stressors lead to feelings such as sadness, annoyance, being bored, and not enjoying
anything; these lead to behaviors such as withdrawal, decreased activity, irritability
with others; these then lead to thoughts such as pessimism, negativity, low self-esteem,
and hopelessness (Asamow, Jacox, & Tompson, 2001).

For street children, their

previous bad experiences of abuse and neglect can be considered as main stressors
which effected in their feelings, behaviors, and thoughts in later life.
Family instability, a common finding across the cases, has been closely related
to the development and maintenance of depression in children. According to family
systems theory, when the married couple has conflict and it can not be solved it in a
constructive way, they are likely to involve their children in the conflict to release some
anxiety and tension between them. The child is therefore physiologically vulnerable to
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everything going on between his parents. Tension and conflict in the family induces
emotional arousal in the child, triggering physiological and psychological responses
(Wang & Crane, 2001 ).
According to Bell and Jenkins (1993), the community environment also effects
children's behaviors - children who had been exposed to community violence were
more likely to exhibit aggressive behavior or depression within the following year. The
street children were accustomed to drug and alcohol use, and violence in the family, so
these made them more likely to use drugs, smoke, drink alcohol, and treat others
aggressively.
•

Reactive Attachment Disorder (RAD)

RAD is a condition found in children who have received grossly negligent care
and who do not form a healthy emotional attachment with primary caregivers, usually
their mothers, before age 5. Persistent disregard of the child's emotional needs for
comfort, stimulation and affection, persistent disregard of the child's basic physical
needs, repeated changes of primary caregivers that prevent formation of stable
attachments (for example, frequent changes in foster care) are some conditions that
cause RAD (Boris, Fueyo, & Zeanah, 1997).
Indeed, it is through attachment with a loving and protective caregiver that a
young child learns to love and trust others, to become aware of others' feelings and
needs, to regulate his or her emotions, and to develop healthy relationships and a
positive self-image. The absence of emotional warmth during the first few years of life
can negatively affect a child's entire life. Severely unattached children do not trust,
cannot identify or verbalize their feelings, do not tell the truth ·and are not capable of a
reciprocal relationship.
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RAD can have a negative impact on a child's physical, emotional, behavioral,
social and moral development. Children with RAD generally are at higher risk for
depression, aggressive and/or disruptive behavior, learning difficulties and behavior
problems in school, inability to form meaningful relationships, and low self-esteem
(Lieberman & Zeanah, 1995).
Some behaviors of the street children, such as being superficially engaging and
"charming" (phoniness, where cuteness represents control and safety); lack of eye
contact (except when lying); Jacking ability to give and receive affection; stealing;
being destructive to self, others, animals, and material things; being accident prone;
showing a lack of impulse control and cause-and-effect thinking; and poor peer
relationships are all symptoms of RAD.
All insecure attachments arise from repeated experiences of failed emotional
communication. Parents of insecure children are themselves products of insecure
experiences. They either used to be street children themselves, lived in the homeless
community, or were too young to handle and give proper care to their own children,
and/or failed in handling the marriage relationship.

These were likely causes of

insecure attachment can be passed on from one generation to the next unless repair
occurs.

Summary and Conclusion
Children need to be sure that they are in a safe environment. This is especially
important for street children who have been through abuse or neglect experiences at
home. Major goals beside their general physical needs and basic education, is to help
the children to develop a healthy psychological aspect of life functioning. To help
children understand their current situation, establish a positive self-image, and heal the
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trauma of the past and be able to move on, the psychological impact of having lived a
street life needs to be identifying as well.
However, the balance of appropriate care offered to the children of the
foundation has yet to be met and does not solve the problem. Indeed, we do not want to
attract additional children to the foundation, secondary to their parents sending their
children to the foundation as a way of deflecting their responsibility to provide their
children with education, healthcare, or daily care. The ideal is how to help the parents
to create a good family environment at home which will, in turn, reduce the number of
children on the streets.
The help should therefore not be limited to the children themselves but also
extend to their parent(s) and the community as well. Parenting skills can help improve
their children's quality of life, help them to understand basic child care, and to break the
cycle of future street children. Parents would benefit from advice about are how to
adjust their parenting style together with how to manage their own finances at home.
This will help to moderate their expectations and any negative thought patterns about
their child, thereby assisting them to manage their anger, which will stop violence in the
family and foster empathy for their own child.
Communities and society needs to understand the situation and realize that they
can help resolve the problem of street children by creating a safe environment,
protecting them from any form of violence and drugs so they do not feel that violence
and drug usage are normal activities. Relationships within the community and school
can provide an important support for such a child's development.
From the research, boy "4," who came from good community had a better
attitude toward people around him.

His community realized that he needed basic

education and to have his basic needs met.

They supported him by calling the
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foundation because they knew that he could meet these needs if he stayed at the
foundation. Attentiveness to the child's needs is important, to help them establish a
positive attitude and develop appropriate behaviors to further reduce the risk of
experiencing academic problems, and thereby creating some sort of productive future.

Limitations
The time frame and targeted number of children to participate in the research
was hard to predict specifically.

Street children need a longer time to become

accustomed to a stranger and some of the children might never be able to feel
comfortable with the researcher at all.
The information received from the in-depth interviews with the street children
only was not enough. Direct observation, participating observation, and interviews with
the teacher who takes care of them should be required in more depth in order to get
additional information, although this study represents a comprehensive first attempt.
The interpretations of the H-T-P projective drawing test for each child may be
subject to the characteristics of the researcher, any researcher bias, and her experience
with use of this assessment technique. With limited experience in the use of projective
tests, the researcher might not have been able to gather every significant detail of the
children's inner feelings, as expressed through their drawings and story telling.
Nevertheless, this data was used to supplement the primary findings from the in-depth
interviews.

Recommendations
This study was aimed at opening an opportunity to homeless children by
reducing their need to commit crimes or become exploited, by channeling street
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children towards more constructive activities, and providing them with essential skills
in order to help them in the future career development. By providing street children
with career guidance, they will have clearer goals and career paths for their own future,
be able to build a stronger family unit, and finally hope to break the generational cycle
of street children, decreasing the overall number of children on the streets in the end.

Specific recommendations include the following:
• Create a community center
Create a community center to give emotional support and publicity for street
children: a foundation could extend their treatment by setting up an informal counseling
semi-shelter house to serve as a round-the-clock venue where street children can run to
for emergency services, with a hotline number which is easy for them to access. Street
children themselves will know where to turn to - they will realize that at the shelter
there will be someone who is willing to listen to their problems when they need it.
Establishing and maintaining contact with street children can be the starting point for
this community center, as any attempt at immediate removal from the street will likely
finally end up with the children trying to sneak out and live on the street again.
Their parents could get advice both in terms of parenting skills and career skills.
Starting by changing the parents' attitudes toward their own children will create a
different family environment, where family problems and abuse will decease. They
will know how to treat their child more competently and how to get a better career;
these will indirectly increase their chance to get a better income for the whole family.
Removing economic problems in the family will finally benefit their own children.
Community activities could be organized regularly between parents and children, so
that they can spend time together with people from their own neighborhood,
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encouraging them to stay in touch with each other so that children do not want to run
away to the street and thereby strengthening family bonding.
Recreation activities should be created to offer social development opportunities
for children; without opportunities for interaction with other persons children are likely
to be unable to form meaningful personal relationships. With street children's
characteristics of low self-esteem and a negative self image, these children would
normally rather stay alone than interact with others, especially with other children. It is
also common for these children to be the subject of rejection by other people upon
learning that they are street children. Similarly, they would rather not befriend other
people until they know them beforehand, hence they could not develop lasting
friendships because of their nature. Such recreation activities could foster development
in this area.
•

Continued public awareness campaigns
Besides training and educating street children and their parents, a community

center could create a series of public awareness campaigns focusing on training and
educating people in society about issues affecting street children. People in the
community need to understand the special needs and circumstances of street children,
and to know how to interact with them.

For example, by launching an awareness

campaign that stresses the important role that each person has with street children,
especially their parents or caretakers, and to remind them that abandonment and abuse
are punishable by law.
•

Introduce a mentoring program for children in the open home
Beside regular activities that are organized at the open home; a mentoring

program would help the children make necessary adjustments in their attitudes and
expectations.

In particular, this mentoring program will benefit children who have
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suffered from abuse and violence.

Mentoring is essentially a process aimed at

strengthening interpersonal relationships, creating future career guidance, setting
positive life goals and adjusting for their previous experiences. The assumption is that,
beyond mentoring, participation offers "protective factors" that can decrease risk, for
example, from involvement in violence, drugs, and gangs (Garmezy, 1985).
•

Create a career guidance center
Besides providing free basic education for every child, guidance by career role

models and the provision of training skills for specific careers should be provided.
Providing successful cases of former street children can be very influential for the
future of current street children.

Children will need to be able to move onto

independent life by preparing them with an appropriate training to enable them to earn a
living off the streets, including vocational or skills training that is realistic and useful
for them, enabling them to have economic and work opportunities that are actually
available.

Implications for Future Research
A series of projective drawing tests might reveal more insight into the street
children, as they do feel less threatened by drawing and describing pictures that they
have drawn than by interviews.
Further research could be conducted together with their school teachers,
foundation's teachers, and the community to create suitable long term prevention and
mentoring programs that matches the children's needs and requirements. To find out
how the program should be organized and constructed, building upon information that
would be needed, necessary skills, and how the mentor program should be implemented
and evaluated are other ideas for future research.

-----
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APPENDIX A
The Foundation for the Better Life of Children

The objective of the Foundation for the Better Life of Children is to provide for,
and take care of, the health and well being of street children, keeping them away from
all form of drugs and at risk situations, etc., so the children can develop themselves and
live a quality life in society.

The open home concept is focused on children's

willingness to stick to the foundation voluntarily. Teachers will try to enforce all the
benefits that they will have, with activities being organized regularly.
The foundation operates in two main parts: one for girls called "Baan Oppathum
Dek," another is for boys called "Baan Sang San Dek," located in a different area. Each
home has their own criteria for adopting children into the home, depending solely on
each directors' (or "Kru Yai", School Directors') decision. No fixed, written guidance
or rules are indicated. The common practices are visiting street children extensively
where they normally hang out around Bangkok for the purpose of locating street
children, assisting them in their return home, or inviting them to stay in the open home,
if this is feasible and in the best interest of the child. First, they will need to get familiar
with children, provide them with an emergency phone number in case that they need
help until the children feel trusting enough, then to invite them to the foundation, where
the choice to stay or not depends on them.
The foundation believes that the best place for a child's development is with his
or her family, so the environment of the foundation will focus on a family-type setting.
All teachers not only provide care and protection for children but also aim to reintegrate
children into community and surrounding area of the foundation, encourage children to

~----·
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work part time in the local market or in the recycling factory nearby. Through these
methods, children will learn how to live with society peacefully.

The General Environment of the Open Home for Boys
There are 40 children aged from 6 - 17 years old, who can be divided into two
main groups: first are at-risk children who were actually sent there by their parent(s)
simply for education purposes; the parent will come and visit regularly. The other group
is street children who were followed and brought in there by street teachers. This group
is smaller, only about 8 persons. This number is dynamic and varies day-by-day, since
they are free to come and go at any point in time. The open home does not have
separate treatment for children by whether they are at-risk or street children.
There are two main buildings at the open home, one for young children (aged
below 14) and the other for older children (aged 14 and older) to sleep separately. A
general area is the washing area where they wash their own clothes, hang them out to
dry, for ironing, eating, etc. This area is shared by the whole group. The open home
provides a lot of activities for children to play, a library with a comic book collection
(although the books are quite old), playground, football field, TV area, but the most
favorite place of all is the canal behind the open home.
Nevertheless, in this free environment, there are general rules and guidance set
by teachers who take care of them. Basically, children need to realize that all of them
have a responsibility to go to school, pay attention to their class and try to do their best
in the classroom. During the weekend, they need to help each other with cleaning,
gardening at the open home, and washing their own private clothes (school uniforms
will be washed and taken care of by the teacher). They are allowed to go outside but
need to tell the teacher first.
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The clear standpoint of the foundation is the child's right for self-determination.
What the researcher noticed before actually entering into open home is the fact that the
place has no boundary, no fence. The reason behind this is the nature of street children
themselves, they are so used to the freedom that they have on the street and no adult
rule (actually they still need to live by the rule of the street but they just have not
realized this yet). This is for the psychological comfort of the children.

Interview with teachers at the open home.
There are only three teachers who take care of all the children.

The

responsibility is divided among them as follows:

1. "Kru Yai;' or School Director (l) = Makes the main decisions in setting
criteria for adopting children into the home, for rules and regulations of the
home, and also manages general administration tasks.
2. "Kru," or Teacher (2) =Takes care of the children in the daily life setting,
handles general household chores such as cooking and laundry; also takes
the children out for special trips and activities organized by a third party.
"Kru'' here does not mean the normal educational teacher that provides
curriculum education, but they do provide the children with "Life Education." They
basically act as their parent. The teacher will observe each child, try to find out his
need, talk to him personally, and make him realize that he has someone he can talk to.
The approach will be different for each child - some children will only want to talk to a
particular teacher but all information obtained from that teacher will be shared among
all teachers.
The daily activities of children are different between the weekdays and the
weekend. During weekdays (school days), the teacher wakes the children up, makes
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them ready for school and also prepares them breakfast. After breakfast. the teacher
will drop them off at their school. The primary school children will get 5 baht per day
for their pocket money; secondary school, I 0 baht. They can use it at school or bring it
back for the teacher to keep for them.
During the day, while all the children are at school, the teacher will have time to
go to the governmental district office to acquire their birth certificates, residential
certificates etc., which is required by schools for the street children's further education.
At the end of the day, the teacher will pick them up at school and let them do their
homework whilst the teacher prepares dinner. After dinner, the children will have their
free time to do whatever they need before bedtime at 8 PM.
On weekends, the children have no fixed schedule. Generally after they wake
up and have breakfast, they can spend their time anywhere within the home area or even
going outside, which requires the school director's permission. Saturday is nonnally a
special activity day, wit a field trip provided by a third party, luncheon by a benevolent
person, biking at the railway park, etc. If they do not have a field trip or any special
activity outside, the teacher will allow them to swim at the lotus pond while older
children go and do part time work at the nearby market or at the bottle recycling
factory.
At 04:00 P.M it is the time for house chores. This will be done by all the
children -- each of them will have a specific task with the assistance of the teacher.
After cleaning, it is snack time, which can be called the favorite moment for all the
children since they will have a chance to eat a variety of snacks provided by the teacher
or benevolent person. Dinner will start at 06:00 P.M, after that they will have their free
time again before bedtime at I 0:00 P.M. Saturdays seemed to be the happiest day for
all the children.
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Sunday is called the "Family Day," which means no field trip or outside
activity. Everybody needs to get ready for school the next day, do household chores,
and get their own clothes laundered except for their school uniform which is cleaned by
the teacher. The daily routine is usually the same as Saturdays, except there is an early
bedtime at 08:00 P.M

~--~~---
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APPENDIX B

Khun Wanlop Thangkananurak
Foundation for the Better Life of Children
100/475, Soi Chaengwatthana 10, Laksi,
Bangkok 10210

Dear Sir:

Ms. Sirirat Kositanont is completing her Master of Science in Counseling Psychology at
Assumption University.

She is doing a research project called " Street Children's

attitude towards their future, family and society around them" which the objective of
studying is to understand street children's attitudes deeper in aspect of their future,
family and society around them. This will focus more on how street children can live
better life and become quality adult in their later life, starting with their own attitude.

For this research, she would like to conduct

in-depth interviews with some street

children and observe them when they are in the institution. In addition, may we kindly
request permission to gather any other relevant information that will be significant and
beneficial to her research, such as :

I.

The history and background of the organization.

2.

The current situation of street children , number of street children whom
coming and living in the institution including their profile.
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The duration of the research is 2 months period starting from the date of approval for
this letter of permission. The name of all street children interviewed will be treated as
anonymous (confidential).

We would be grateful and highly appreciative if you could kindly provide Ms. Sirirat
Kositanont any assistance with information for her research project.

Yours sincerely,
Vorapot Ruckthum, Ph.D.
Dean, Graduate School of Counseling Psychology
Assumption University

St. Gabriel's Llbr&rJ, Av
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CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
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