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ALTERNATIVES, INVESTMENT SIZE, AND COMMITMENT
ON MARITAL SATISFACTION BETWEEN THAI WOMEN
WHO MARRIED THAI MEN AND THAI WOMEN WHO
MARRIED FOREIGN MEN
Napont Suntornkanit1
Parvathy Varma2
Abstract: Gender role attitude, quality of alternatives, investment size, commitment,
and marital satisfaction were measured and compared between Thai women who
married Thai men and Thai women who married foreign men. Direct and indirect
influences of gender role attitude, quality of alternatives, investment size, and
commitment on marital satisfaction were also analyzed. The sample consisted of 200
respondents (N=200), of whom 100 were Thai women who married Thai men (50%)
and 100 were Thai women who married foreign men (50%). The mean age of
respondents was 35 years, ranging from 21 years to 58 years, and the mean age of
their husbands was 39 years, ranging from 26 years to 60 years. Results indicated that
Thai women who married foreign men have higher level of marital satisfaction,
higher commitment, and lower quality of alternatives. There is no significant
difference in gender role attitude and investment size. Path analyses produced similar
results between the two groups of women in that there are no direct influences of
gender role attitude, quality of alternatives, and investment size on marital
satisfaction. However, an indirect influence between quality of alternatives and
investment size on marital satisfaction emerged when mediated by commitment.
Gender role attitude was found to have an indirect influence when mediated with
commitment, only for the group of women who married foreign men. Both models,
however, indicated that commitment is a significant predictor of marital satisfaction.
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Introduction
Marriage is an important source of positive feelings and emotional support. It can
bring about better psychological and physical health (Kiecolt-Glaser, 2001). While
men enjoy the health benefit of marriage merely from being married, women gain
benefit only if they are in a happy marriage (Bookwala, 2005). The number of Thai
women who marry foreign men seems to increase exponentially with each passing
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