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Abstract
The religiously and culturally or traditionally pluralistic harmony
and tolerance of Buddhists and Muslims in the southern part of Thailand
is the necessary condition for the ever lasting peace, for it is based on the
mutual respect for the diversity of pluralistic harmony between two religions. Tolerance is the essential condition of harmony in Buddhism as
well as in Islam. Tolerance as the essence of sustainable harmony can be
conducted through the method of inter-religious dialogue of life. To solve
the problem in the Deep South of Thailand, both Thai-Buddhists and
Thai-Muslims and Thai-Malay-Muslims, who have been living there in
the three provinces of Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat, for many decades,
will have to build their trust through the dialogue of life through traditions or customs based on their religious doctrine of tolerance. Dialogue
of life entails dialogue of action, religious doctrine and religious experiences.
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I. Introduction
My attempt in this paper is to explore the role of the dialogue of
life in connection with the spirit of Buddhism in pacifying conflict and
supporting peace throughout the world. My purpose is to show how this
dialogue of life can strengthen the relationships between Buddhists and
Muslims in the Deep South of Thailand in particular. This paper is not
intended to be an elaborate discussion of the details of the conflict between the Buddhists and Muslims in the deep southernmost provinces of
Thailand, but intends to suggest a religious and philosophical solution to
the problem. However, to fulfill the objectives of this paper, some necessary information on the nature and structure of the political conflict and
violence must be given so that clear connection of the two aspects of
religious doctrine and political conflict can be properly understood.

II. Buddhist-Muslim Conflict in Southern Thailand
2.1 Historical Background of the Conflict:
As we have already known that Thailand has been experiencing
unprecedented escalation of political unrest in its three Malay-Muslimdominated provinces, namely Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat, where 80
percent of the total Thai Muslim population today about 8-10 million
(Oknation, 2552) are experiencing ethnic, lingual, cultural and political
conflict. The incidents of unrest in the Deep South were particularly se-
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