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The purposes of the study were 1) to identify the Multiple intelligences
preferences of HIU students, 2) to develop a task-based English speaking course with MI
features, and 3) to evaluate the extent the developed English speaking course contributes to
HIU students’ speaking abilities in terms of CAF. The pilot study was done to identify HIU
students’ preferred Multiple Intelligences with 35-item MI questionnaires. The task-based
English speaking course was developed by starting with assessing needs in document surveys
followed by formulating goals and objectives, conceptualizing course components,
developing materials, organizing the course, designing lesson plans and the assessing
instruments.
The developed task-based English speaking course was implemented with 30
experimental group students in comparison with another 30 control group students at
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Heilongjiang International University, China. Data were collected through a pre-test and
post-test of the experimental group students and a final test of the control group students in
terms of complexity, accuracy and fluency, and were analyzed with basic statistics programs
by mean value comparisons.
The results indicated that with regards to HIU students’ self-perceived MI, HIU
students are relatively higher in Musical, Interpersonal, Linguistic and Intrapersonal
intelligences, than Visual-spatial, Bodily-Kinesthetic and logical intelligences. Musical
Intelligence ranks first in both male and female students, but the other six MI are completely
different in terms of sequence. As for the assessment of students speaking abilities after the
implementation of the Task-based speaking course, the results indicated that there was
improvement found between the pre-test and the post-test in the COMPLEXITY with the
significance value of .001, while the ACCURACY significance value was .002, and the
FLUENCY significance value was .001. The conclusion is that, both the identification of
students’ self-perceived MI and the task-based approach practices contribute to the
improvement of students’ speaking abilities in terms of complexity, accuracy and fluency.
From the findings, we can see that integrated strategies and instructional
activities cater to the different needs of students, and a holistic and collaborative way of
learning brings out the best among learners to create more active and involved classrooms.
Future researches may explore new ways to find students’ MI preferences to be integrated
into other language skills improvements.

