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Abstract. While previous research studies examining the students’ attitudes towards certain
English varieties/accents are great in number, none of these studies was focused on how teachers
perceived students’ foreign accented speech. Thus, the present study aimed to investigate how
native and non-native English speaking teachers comprehended students’ accented speeches.
Twelve teacher participants and three Asian students at an international university in Thailand
participated in the study. The recorded speeches of three Asian students whose first languages were
Chinese (Mandarin), Korean, and Thai were used as stimuli. The teacher participants consisted of
four native English speakers (three Americans and one Australian), four native Thai speakers, two
native speakers of Burmese and two Indians. All teachers were asked to listen to the stimuli and
later to provide answers in the questionnaires. Informal interviews were also given to some teacher
participants to get clarification of their answers. The results of study demonstrated the teacher
participants had different perceptions of the three foreign English accents. The teachers’ familiarity
with a certain accent played an important role in their accent evaluation and recognition. The most
familiar accent, Thai English, gained the highest level of positive evaluation and was considered
the easiest one to understand. Although the three students’ English accented speeches carried some
phonological features that were deviated from those of the so-called native English accents, these
features did not prevent the teachers from understanding the students’ statements. The implications
of these findings for teaching English pronunciation and communication were also discussed.
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Introduction

There are approximately two billion English users around the world, and “more than 80 percent of
communication in English in the world is now between so-called non-native speakers of the language”
(Sharifian, 2013, p. 19). Despite a large number of English users among non-native speakers of English, to
achieve mutual intelligibility among the speakers whose first language backgrounds are different has still
been questionable. One of the key factors causing unintelligibility among these speakers is different
variation of language use in terms of pronunciation or accent. Accents are also closely related to people’s
feelings and judgment. That is, some accents seem to be more preferable or acceptable than others. Speakers
with non-standard English accents tend to receive negative evaluation and discrimination (e.g. Lev-Ari &
Keysar, 2010; Munro, 2003; Munro, Derwing, & Sato, 2006).
Prejudice against foreign accented English speech has long been a major concern to non-native
English speakers, and thus is a focal point in the present study. Although there have been quite a number of
research studies on attitudes towards accented speech and accent discrimination, none of them focused on

